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Objectives 

Medication errors are a leading cause of harm in human medicine. However, there is a paucity of 
literature pertaining to medication errors in veterinary medicine. In this project we sought to determine 
if EHR datasets can be used to identify and characterize medication errors occurring in UK general 
practice. 

Methods 

The SAVSNET EHR system collects general practice clinical record data from across the UK. Possible 
medication errors (PMEs) were identified using bespoke REGEX keyword searches. Case notes 
containing a PME were reviewed to determine if an error had occurred. Timing of errors was classified 
using the linear sequence of medication therapy. The degree of harm caused, who made the error and 
the medication type involved was also recorded.  

Results 

In total 6665 PMEs were identified of which 2847 were reviewed. Of these, 1021 met the case definition 
for a medication error. Errors were most frequent during the drug administration phase; accounting for 
51.4% of cases, of which 68.1% were due to the wrong dose/frequency/duration. The most common 
medication type were vaccines (29.7%) and non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (18.4%), causing 18 of 
the 28 moderate harm cases. Of the medication errors identified, 29.5% were associated with mild 
harm, 2.8% moderate harm, and 0.2% severe harm.  

Statement (conclusions) 

EHRs are a very useful resource for identifying the occurrence of medication errors and determining 
harm. A small proportion of medication errors are associated with moderate or severe harm. EHRs 
maybe a valuable tool for identifying products whose presentation carries a risk of medication error. 


