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REC Insurance Services 
Powered by Marsh Commercial
Benefits include:

Reduced policy 
excesses

Enhanced  
policy cover

Discounted 
premiums

The Recruitment and Employment Confederation (REC) is an Introducer Appointed Representative 
of Marsh Ltd. REC Insurance Services and Marsh Commercial are trading names of Marsh Ltd. 
Marsh Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for General Insurance 
Distribution and Credit Broking (Firm Reference No. 307511). Copyright ©  2026 Marsh Ltd. 
Registered in England and Wales Number: 1507274, Registered office: 1 Tower Place West,  
Tower Place, London EC3R 5BU. All rights reserved.

0330 818 7634recinsurance.uk.com

YOU RECRUIT.
WE HANDLE
THE REST.
Ovio is the workforce partner that gets it. 
As a trusted payroll service, we support 
recruitment agencies, contractors and 
businesses across the UK and 
internationally with fully compliant 
workforce engagement and funding.

Umbrella

CIS

Funding

Bureau

Technology

Worker Benefits

Ovio
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• Recruitment Insurance Specialists
• Employment Tax Status Advice
• Tax Liability Cover

Smart protection 
for ambitious businesses

Award winning service

2022



What a night we had at
the 2026 REC Awards!

Maxine Bligh 
Interim Chief Executive, 

REC

#RECAwards26

It was a privilege to host the Awards this year. It 

was our chance to step back, celebrate this brilliant 

industry and recognise the difference recruitment 

and talent specialists make every day. Now more 

than ever, the work you do helping people take 

the first or next step in their careers and finding 

businesses the talent they need to grow, deserves 

that recognition.

Our shortlisted firms and individuals showed our 

industry at its very best: ambitious, resilient and 

always looking ahead. That spirit was reflected 

in two new categories this year, recognising the 

technology shaping the future of recruitment and 

the fantastic work of in-house recruiters.

Huge congratulations to everyone shortlisted, and 

a special thank you to our sponsors for making the 

evening possible!
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The judges

Richard DeNetto

Chief Executive, 
Change the Race Ratio

Neil Carberry

CEO,  
CIPD.

Maxine Bligh

Interim CEO, 
REC

Paul Chamberlain

Partner,  
JMW

Clare Flower

Head of Member Compliance, 
REC

Beth Foley

Chief Revenue Officer,  
Liquid Friday

Geraldine King

Chief Executive,  
Employment & Recruitment 
Federation

Grant Barnfather

National Deputy Head, Senior 
Vice President, UK Affinity, 
Marsh Commercial

#RECAwards26
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All REC Awards judges 
sign a form stating they 
will declare any conflict 
of interest either by 
association or by direct 
competition with any 
entrant, and in such 
cases they would not 
be involved in or party 
to the review, debate or 
judging process of any 
categories affected.

Simone Payne

CEO, 4myschools and REC 
Deputy Chair

Alice McDermott

Head of Business Advice,  
REC

Imani Noveal

Managing Consultant,  
ISE Partners, REC Recruiter of 
the Year 2025

Joe Taffurelli

CEO,  
Ovio Solutions

Jazz Singh

Founder, 
Empowerability

Gordon Stoddart

CEO and Co-Founder,  
TRN

Justine Lutterodt

Founder and Managing 
Director, Centre for 
Synchronous Leadership 

Claire Rees

Group Talent Acquisition 
Manager,  
The Oxford University Press

 Nicole Slowey

Director - Professional 
Services & Brand, Qdos

Minna Melleri

Executive Director, World 
Employment Confederation

Sebastien Sauca

CEO,  
SafeRec

CELEBRATING THE BEST IN UK RECRUITMENT 7



REC Awards supports
#RECAwards26

Médecins Sans Frontières/Doctors Without 

Borders (MSF) is an international, medical 

humanitarian organisation working in more 

than 70 countries around the world.

Our medical teams act fast to save people’s 

lives in conflict zones, natural disasters and 

epidemics. We provide free medical care to 

people who need it. It doesn’t matter where 

they are from, which religion they belong to 

or what their political affiliations are. All that 

matters is they are human beings in need.

We have over 60,000 staff across the globe 

and around 90% of our staff are hired locally.

MSF UK do not accept government funding 

and we are funded by millions of private 

supporters, allowing us to respond quickly and 

remain fiercely independent.

Here's just an idea of what each pound can  

do to support vulnerable communities around 

the world:

	} £10 covers the cost of an MSF doctor to 

work on a project for a day

	} £40 could provide antibiotics for 6 patients 

to prevent infection after an operation

	} £80 would pay for emergency splints to look 

after broken bones of 10 people

	} £95 provides antiretroviral drugs for a 

person living with HIV/AIDS for an  

entire year

	} £150 covers the cost of a surgical kit, 

enabling an MSF surgeon to carry out  

an operation.

Scan to donate 
to our chosen 

charity 
Médecins Sans 

Frontières 
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REC Insurance Services 
Powered by Marsh Commercial
Free business insurance check - compare the cover, 
service and price you’re currently receiving. We’ll 
identify if you’re missing out on valuable enhanced 
benefits – and potentially save you money.  
Put us to the test today!

0330 818 7634recinsurance.uk.com

The Recruitment and Employment Confederation (REC) is an Introducer Appointed 
Representative of Marsh Ltd. REC Insurance Services and Marsh Commercial are trading names 
of Marsh Ltd. Marsh Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for 
General Insurance Distribution and Credit Broking (Firm Reference No. 307511). Copyright ©  
2026 Marsh Ltd. Registered in England and Wales Number: 1507274, Registered office: 1 Tower 
Place West, Tower Place, London EC3R 5BU. All rights reserved.

jmw.co.uk

Specialist Legal  
Support for Recruitment 
Businesses

Navigate an evolving regulatory 
landscape with confidence
Email peoplesolutions@jmw.co.uk

When Innovation
Meets Compliance

Multi-Award Winning Payroll
Compliance Technology.

SafeRec.co.uk

What would you like to do?

Registrations

View and manage existing and new
contractor registrations

Invoices

View and manage your company
invoices

Contract Remittances

View and manage your contract
remittances

Contractor List

View and manage new and
existing contractors

TOTAL VISIBILITY.
ZERO GUESSWORK.
MyOvio gives recruitment agencies one simple 
place to manage contractor referrals, onboarding, 
compliance documents and payroll visibility.

Built exclusively by Ovio, it helps agencies reduce 
admin, track progress in real time and keep a 
clearer view of their workforce from onboarding to 
payment.

Registration Profile

Name:

Registration Number:

Engagement Type:

Phone Number:

Email Address:

Start Date:

Joe Blogs

001

Employee

00000 00000

example@gmail.com

22/01/26

View Profile

Registration Status:

Partially Completed 25%

Missing Information:
Address & Contact Details

Bank Details

ID Document

Call Worker Email Worker

Registration Right To Work Engagement

Joe Blogs

Registration Number:

Status:

Engagement Type:

RTW Docment:

001

Active

Employee

Passport

Document Verification:

Document Report

Facial Match

Visual Analysis

Name Match

DOB Match

Valid Document

NFC

Age Validation

Police Record

Compromise Alert

Repeat Attempts

Updated On:

Overall Result:

Pass

Pass

Pass

Pass

Pass

Pass

Pass

Pass

Pass

Pass

23/03/2026

Pass

Pass

02920 102451

hello@ovio-solutions.co.uk

www.ovio-solutions.co.uk

Ovio Solutions Ovio

BUILT FOR JSL 
READY RECRUITMENT.
Recruiters need to know what’s happening 
across their supply chain, not just hope things 
are covered.

MyOvio helps agencies stay in control by 
making key workforce information easy to 
access, easy to evidence and easier to manage.



Best Newcomer in
Recruitment

Lily Robertson
Stonehouse Recruitment Group

Shortlisted entries

Emma Foers  

TIB Services

Stevie Gilberthorpe  

S4S Team 

Annika Jones 

Eurobase People

Amia Rizzo  

Teaching Personnel

Hannah Shepherd  

Altitude Select 

#RECAwards26

Sponsored by

Individual Award Winners
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Temporary Recruiter 
of the Year

Richard Shorrock
Spencer Clarke Group

Shortlisted entries

Ben Hitchman  

Carrington West

Anna Laszkowska Hexagon 

Recruitment Partners

Ben Record  

Tradewind Recruitment

Liam Shea Carrington West

Kelly Staunton  

Perfect Recruitment 

Steph Watson  

Sanza Teaching Agency

Kelly Webster  

Menlo Park Recruitment

Andrew Williams  

Hernshead Group

#RECAwards26

Sponsored by

Individual Award Winners
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Individual Award Winners

Permanent Recruiter 
of the Year

Sian-Marie Sheppard
KSB Recruitment Consultants 

HIGHLY COMMENDED

Adam O’Keefe 

Eurobase People

Shortlisted entries 

Chelsea Gallagher 

Altitude Select

Harry Porter 

De Lacy Executive 

#RECAwards26
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Individual Award Winners

Agency Star
of the Year

Jeremy Newell
Rapid Personnel

Shortlisted entries 

Rebecca Brown 

Hernshead Group

Ellie Bryant 

KSB Recruitment Consultants 

Hannah Bush Allen Associates

Bee Itkerd Hernshead Group

Maxime Robert VHR

John Shorrock 

Spencer Clarke Group

Jen Tivey 

Link3 Recruitment

#RECAwards26
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Individual Award Winners

Candidate Experience 
of the Year

Chantelle Wooldridge
Tile Hill

Shortlisted entries 

Chris Barrow 

Tile Hill 

Jake Beechey 

Stonehouse Recruitment Group

Courtney Cox 

Hamptons Resourcing

John Curmi 

Eurobase People

#RECAwards26
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Individual Award Winners

Business Leader of the Year
(turnover under £10m)

Dawn Bannister
KSB Recruitment Consultants 

HIGHLY COMMENDED

Tom Johnson  

Hernshead Group

Shortlisted entries 

Leigh Ablett  

Titan Recruitment Solutions

Lynn James-Wellings  

Care First 24 

Sohan Modi  

Stonehouse Recruitment Group

Grace Nugent  

De Lacy Executive 

Max Pembleton  

Link3 Recruitment

Ben Sayer  

Altitude Select

#RECAwards26

Sponsored by
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Individual Award Winners

Business Leader of the Year
(turnover over £10m)

Ciara Pryce
VGC Group

HIGHLY COMMENDED

Frank Atkinson  

Staffline Recruitment

Shortlisted entries 

Esme Bianchi-Barry  

Affinity Workforce Solutions

Danny Brooks MBE VHR

Novo Constare Indeed Flex

Anth Hudson  

StaffPower Group

Jason Thomas  

THOMAS Recruitment Group 

Niki Turner-Harding Adecco

Amit Warwatkar  

Pracyva

#RECAwards26
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Special Award Winner

Lifetime 
Achievement Award

Tim Cook

#RECAwards26
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Company Award Winners

Recruitment Team 
of �the Year

VHR
HIGHLY COMMENDED

Staffline Recruitment

Shortlisted entries 

Carrington West

Inflow Partnership 

Menlo Park Recruitment

Milestone Education

TIB Services

Titan Recruitment Solutions

VGC Group

#RECAwards26

Sponsored by
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Company Award Winners

Shared Services Team 
of the Year

Pracyva
Shortlisted entries 

Carrington West

Stonehouse Recruitment 

Group

STR

Tile Hill 

Tradewind Recruitment

#RECAwards26
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Company Award Winners

In-House Recruitment Team
of the Year

Stellar Omada
Shortlisted entries 

ManpowerGroup 

#RECAwards26

2020 REC AWARDS 2026 | WINNERS PROGRAMME

https://www.google.com/search?q=%23RECAwards26&rlz=1C1CHBF_en-GBGB818GB818&oq=%23RECAwards26&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQABjvBTIHCAIQABjvBTIHCAMQABjvBTIKCAQQABiiBBiJBTIHCAUQABjvBdIBCDMyMDRqMGo3qAIAsAIA&sourceid=chrome&source=chrome.ob&ie=UTF-8


Company Award Winners

Best Use of Technology 
Award

Staffline Recruitment
Shortlisted entries 

Cititec Talent 

Indeed Flex

MPS Healthcare

#RECAwards26

CELEBRATING THE BEST IN UK RECRUITMENT 21

https://www.google.com/search?q=%23RECAwards26&rlz=1C1CHBF_en-GBGB818GB818&oq=%23RECAwards26&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQABjvBTIHCAIQABjvBTIHCAMQABjvBTIKCAQQABiiBBiJBTIHCAUQABjvBdIBCDMyMDRqMGo3qAIAsAIA&sourceid=chrome&source=chrome.ob&ie=UTF-8


Company Award Winners

Impact on a Client’s 
Business Award

Opus People Solutions
Shortlisted entries 

Contract Scotland 

Eden Brown Synergy

KX Recruit 

Rapid Personnel

Staffline Recruitment

TIB Services

Tile Hill 

VHR

#RECAwards26
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Company Award Winners

Demonstrating High Standards 
in Recruitment Award

Eden Brown Synergy
Shortlisted entries 

Altitude Select

Arc Hospitality Recruitment 

Solutions 

Drivestaff Recruitment

HG Recruitment Solutions 

Milestone Education

STR 

VHR

Yolk Recruitment

#RECAwards26
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Company Award Winners

Community Impact 
of the Year

Brightwork Staffline 
Shortlisted entries 

Blue Diamond Recruitment 

Milestone Education

Ongo Recruitment

Rapid Personnel

Rise Technical Recruitment 

Spencer Clarke Group

TIB Services

VGC Group

#RECAwards26
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Company Award Winners

Diversity Initiative 
of the Year

Tile Hill 
Shortlisted entries 

Blue Arrow

ManpowerGroup

Pracyva 

VGC Group

VHR

#RECAwards26
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Company Award Winners

UK Supplier to the Recruitment 
Industry of the Year

Liquid Friday
Shortlisted entries 

JMW Solicitors LLP

Ovio Solutions 

SafeRec

#RECAwards26
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Company Award Winners

Best Company to work for
(up to 20 employees)

Tiro Associates 
Shortlisted entries 

BRG Specialist Recruitment

Hernshead Group

Sanza Teaching Agency

Stonehouse Recruitment 

Group

#RECAwards26
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Company Award Winners

Best Company to work for
(up to 50 employees)

Yolk Recruitment
Shortlisted entries 

Care First 24

Link3 Recruitment

Titan Recruitment Solutions

#RECAwards26
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Company Award Winners

Best Company to work for
(over 50 employees)

Matchtech
Shortlisted entries 

Carrington West

Eden Brown Synergy

HG Recruitment Solutions

Pracyva 

Rise Technical Recruitment 

Spencer Clarke Group

Tradewind Recruitment

VHR

#RECAwards26
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Recruiter of the Year 
2026

Richard Shorrock

#RECAwards26 Special Award Winner
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Congratulations
to our winners in 2026
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Celebrating the best in UK recruitment

www.rec.uk.com/recawards

Scan to donate 
to our chosen 

charity 
Médecins Sans 

Frontières 

PLATINUM SPONSORS

DRINKS RECEPTION 
SPONSOR
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SPONSORS
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