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A night of great celebration

2 Plastics Industry Awards

This year’s Plastics Industry Awards once again acknowledged the superheroes of the sector’s innovation,
collaborative eﬀorts and excellent service during the past 12 months at a Rat-Packed, sensational Swing
themed gala at London’s Hilton on Park Lane, hosted by past Strictly Come Dancing champion, Brendan Cole.
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Paul Bowles (centre) from Boddington
Plastics was the winner of the Heads and
Tails competition sponsored by Arburg.
His prize is a luxury trip to Paris.
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Sponsored by

Consumer Product
8 Design of the Year
Winner 2018

FutureNova – The FlipPad
The FlipPad, a medical grade case for the
iPad designed by FutureNova in Chelmsford
and manufactured in a factory near Oldham,
is used by clinical staﬀ when they need to
keep the iPad protected and cleanable with
harsh infection control chemicals. Surgical
staﬀ can use it with surgical gloves on, as well
as with the Apple pen. Apple have provided
consistent support to bring the FlipPad
standard to their enterprise healthcare
market. The company is exploring other Apple
accessories for healthcare with the potential
to enhance the ability of clinical teams to
collect patient vital signs.
The judges praised the FlipPad as a
rugged and user-friendly solution in clean
room and sterile settings. The FlipPad is also
venturing into new vertical markets, including
food preparation, oil and gas and government
sectors.

Jack Baker, sales manager
at Plastech Solutions,
sponsor of this category,
on stage with the team
from FutureNova. On the
far right, presenter of the
evening Brendan Cole.

Finalists 2018
Big Bear Plastic Products - RoofaRack

RoofaRack, a lightweight roof box designed for the transportation of large sheet building, weighs 43kg, ﬁts
on all vans with a simple U-bolt system, and is ISO crash tested.

Delivering Happiness Ltd T/A Garçon Wines – 100% recycled PET, ﬂat wine bottle

The ﬁrst full-size wine bottle able to be delivered through a UK letterbox in a 75cl pack format is made of
100% recycled PET and manufactured in the UK by RPC M&H Plastics.

RPC Group - Westland Even-Flo Container

Designed and produced by 3 companies within the RPC Group, the new Even-Flo pack from Westland
Horticulture is lightweight and, with 3 instead of 9 components, easy to assemble.

RPC Massmould – Secure Flip Sports Closure

The Secure Flip sports closure from RPC Massmould oﬀers intuitive one-handed opening via an ergonomic
Thumb Tab. Both parts of the closure’s tamper-evident band are retained within the closure after opening,
preventing littering.
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www.plastechsolutions.co.uk

Your
Solutions
Provider...
• Moulds • Automation • Robots •
• Vision Inspection • Data Analytics •

Sponsored by

Industrial Product
8 Design of the Year
Winner 2018

Smallfry Industrial Design &
Innovation Strategy – Quanta SC+
Haemodialysis
The jury applauded the improvement in
quality of life for dialysis patients delivered
by the Quanta SC+ Haemodialysis. It is the
ﬁrst and only high performance, portable,
compact haemodialysis system with the clinical
eﬃciency and high ﬂow rates of traditional
in-centre machines. It uses a unique plastic
cartridge that is disposed of after each use
- a disruptive breakthrough enabling the
elimination of a cleaning cycle required for
conventional machines.
The internal layout is separated into wet
and dry areas within the enclosure, with
electronics one side and ﬂuid processing on
the other. Due to the ﬂuid processing the
enclosure must be double insulated with no
through-hole ﬁxings into the chassis. The new
design incorporated a larger, high resolution
screen and a new membrane keypad. Dialysis
patients were consulted at every stage of the
design process and user groups reviewed the
iterative concepts prior to productionising.

Richard Orme, business
director Distrupol,
sponsor of this award
category (left), stands
next to Smallfry CEO
Steve May-Russell, Dave
Spurling and John E.Milad
from Quanta Dialysis
Technology. On the right
is Brendan Cole, the
presenter of the evening.

Finalist 2018
Multi-Channel Washroom Control System - Hillside Product Design

Hillside Product Design Limited (HPDL) developed a compact, durable and innovative design for the
control box of the new Multi-Channel Washroom Controller from Dart Valley Systems (DVS), coming up
with a solution that makes optimum use of injection moulding. A matrix of connectors behind a lift-out
front panel provided the solution: this could be easily ﬁtted with the correct number of cable glands
through which the wires are fed and then secured by their gland.
HPDL and DVS were both able to sign oﬀ the product in under 12 months.
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Design, Develop & Deliver
Award Winning Solutions from Distrupol

Our highly experienced sales and technical team will support you with mould design, polymer
selection, testing, process optimisation and project development. We cover a large range of
industries from Medical and Automotive to Extrusion and Energy & Electrical.
Distrupol, your polymer solutions partner.

Sponsored by

Best Recycled Plastic
8 Product of the Year
Winner 2018

RPC M&H Plastics – Garçon Wines’
rPET Flat Proﬁle Wine Bottle
Commissioned by Garçon Wines to produce a
wine bottle suitable for the mail-order market
– wine for the ‘Amazon generation’ – RPC
M&H Plastics came up with an innovative,
lightweight bottle made from 100% recycled
PET (rPET) with a glass-like ﬁnish featuring a
ﬂat proﬁle, but with the classic shape expected
by consumers. This enables the bottles to be
packaged and delivered through a letterbox.
Using rPET in the manufacture of these
bottles has the potential to make a closed
loop, environmentally sustainable, production
system as the bottles, once used, may be
recycled and used to produce further bottles.
In the age of online purchases and
home delivery, with this development of
an unbreakable, lightweight plastic bottle,
Garçon Wines and RPC M&H Plastics have
shown themselves to be completely in tune
with the times, said the PIA judges.

Tim Riley, general sales
manager RPC M&H
Plastics, accepts the
trophy for Best Recycled
Plastic Product presented
by RECOUP Deputy
Chair of Trustees, Jim
Armstrong. Presenter of
the evening Brendan Cole
is on the right.

Finalists 2018
Bloom-in-Box Ltd - Bloomie Floristry Box

The Bloomie Floristry Box, made of 99% recycled polypropylene, eliminates the need for cellophane.
The box is produced on a modiﬁable mould; diﬀerent exteriors are created with the help of in-mould
labelling, using recycled PP labels.

Marmax Recycled Products - Rain Garden

The Rain Garden water management system, made with a recycled plastic outer casing which saves
1,487 plastic bottles from landﬁll, is a customisable, lower-cost alternative to other attenuation
solutions on the market.

Straight Manufacturing Limited - Triple Stack System

The Triple Stack System, which enables multiple waste streams to be easily recycled at kerbside in one
user-friendly container, promotes resident recycling through its minimal manual handling design. Its
push ﬂap apertures and lockable lid are convenient and prevent rubbish from escaping.
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RECycling of Used Plastics Limited (RECOUP) is a charity
and leading authority providing expertise and guidance
across the plastics recycling value chain.
Built on a network of valued members, collaboration is
central to our activities, and we are committed to securing
sustainable, circular and practical solutions for plastic
resources both in the UK and world-wide.
CONTACT US TODAY ABOUT MEMBERSHIP ON:
01733 390021 • www.recoup.org • enquiry@recoup.org

Sponsored by

Young Designer
8 of the Year

£1,000
prize

Winner 2018

Sam Gutheridge –
Brunel University
The ICO System, which stands for Intelligent
Clinical Observation System, was lauded
by the judges as a timely solution for a
healthcare service that is stretched to the
brink. An adaptive patient monitoring device
is at the core of this project, integrated with a
digital system redesign that frees up time for
caring for patients.
Young Designer of the Year
Sam Gutheridge holding
the £1,000 cheque donated
by Motan Colortronic
together with Karl Miller,
managing director of
Motan Colortronic. On
the right: presenter of the
evening, Brendan Cole,
holding the trophy.

Finalists 2018
Jessica Gower – Jessica Mae Studio

A graduate from Norwich University of the Arts, Jessica has developed a range of lighting
designs utilising used plastic milk bottles. The bottles are cleaned, and then cut down into
petal-like shapes, riveted and arranged on a solid brass goose neck lamp.

Harry Moorman – Loughborough University

The Pegg is a thoughtful redesign of the current clothes peg for users with decreased hand
dexterity. Optimised for simple and eﬃcient injection moulding, the single component
design guarantees easy manufacturing, no assembly required.

Samuel Wyatt – University of Hertfordshire

The wall-mounted ‘Retain’ case makes retainer care simpler, faster and healthier. The case
is injection moulded from PP with a gloss ﬁnish for enhanced hygiene, and features an
antimicrobial, silver electroplated inner body.
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The smart way to dose pellets

GRAVICOLOR

GRAVICOLOR - the intelligent dosing unit
With IntelliBlend and integrated conveying. GRAVICOLOR
delivers exceptionally high blending precision. Its unique
IntelliBlend feature ensures all components are weighed
exactly, guaranteeing recipe accuracy. No other system
compares. Available with integrated conveying.

motan-colortronic Ltd. - Matilda House, Carrwood Road - S41 9QB Chesterfield - Tel: +44 (0) 1246 260222
Fax: +44 (0) 1246 455420 - E-Mail: sales@motan-colortronic.co.uk - Internet: www.motan-colortronic.co.uk

Presented by

Supplier Partnership –
8 Materials
Winner 2018

Matrix Plastics – Floreon
Transforming Packaging
The judges praised the commitment,
dedication and depth of the collaboration
between the companies on the
development of a new impact modiﬁed
biopolymer in compound and masterbatch
form for future packaging applications.
Providing unlimited laboratory and
production capacity for development and
testing purposes, Matrix have partnered
with Floreon on this ongoing Research &
Development project since 2014.

Richard Hoare, commercial
manager of Matrix, is
holding the award and
standing next to him is
Colin Stokes of The Prostate
Project. On the right:
Chairman of the Board of
the British Industrial Design
Association, Steve MayRussell and Brendan Cole,
the presenter of the evening.

Finalists 2018
Distrupol – Doddl

During its development, the Doddl children’s cutlery line ran up against a host of issues relating to
material selection and design. Distrupol provided support and advised on challenges that ranged
from moulding thick wall sections to ensuring compliance with food contact regulations with an
FDA and EU 10/2011 compliant ABS grade and safe pigments.

Polymer Compounders – Geotech

Geotech came to Polymer Compounders seeking a material for a rugged plastic casing for a portable
gas monitoring device. A solution was found in the form of a new additive technology utilising multiwall
carbon nanotubes. A high impact grade of ABS was chosen to which the conductive additive and a
specialised pigmentation package was added.
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Presented by

Supplier Partnership –
8 Prime Machinery
Winner 2018

Engel UK – MGS Mfg. Group
After winning a contract to mould male
and female catheters for Denmark-based
Coloplast, Ireland’s MGS Mfg. Group needed
to transport Coloplast’s thirteen 2-shot
Engel injection moulding machines with
automation and tooling, which were at that
time sited at a Danish injection moulder, to
Ireland. An engineering squad from Engel
successfully carried out the de-commissioning
of the machines in Denmark, transportation
to Ireland, the re-commissioning of the
machines and the commissioning of ﬁve new
Engel machines, also with automation. This
was only possible due to a particularly deep
level of commitment, complete co-operation
and partnership from all participants.
According to the judges, this was an
example of a truly impressive partnership
and show of determination by all parties to
cooperate on ensuring this massive project
was successfully completed with everything
working as it should. A job well done!

And the winner is… Engel UK
for their partnership with
MGS. Kevin Ross, President
of the Scottish Plastics and
Rubber Association, who
sponsored this category,
presented the trophy to the
delighted winning partners.
Brendan Cole, presenter of
the evening is on the far left.

Finalists 2018
Fanuc UK – Technimark

When Technimark secured a new contract for two separate medical ﬁlter components, the company turned
to longstanding partner Fanuc for advice on technology, parameters, and the optimum conﬁguration
needed for integration into fully automated production cells in Technimark’s new class 7 cleanroom.

UK Extrusion – Mister Blister

When Mister Blister switched from PVC to PET, it decided that investment in a rigid sheet extrusion line would
ensure consistency and quality of supply. The company approached UK Extrusion, visited Bandera’s R&D centre
and multi-layer PET rigid ﬁlm extrusion line was designed that satisﬁed Mister Blister’s exact requirements.

Wittmann Battenfeld UK – P&D Manufacturing, Avon Group

PDM Manufacturing has built a close relationship with Wittmann Battenfeld, the “only supplier that can
oﬀer all plastic production technologies from under one roof”. Plus, says the company: “They stay on
the job – until it’s there for us to sign oﬀ.”
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Sponsored by

Supplier Partnership –
8 Ancillary Machinery
Winner 2018

Piovan – forteq UK
forteq’s opting for Piovan’s Winfactory 4.0
system shows the increasing willingness of
the industry to “adopt industry 4.0 technology,
and advance into the future”, which is being
made possible by the development of
solutions like that of Piovan.
Winfactory 4.0 system is a fully integrated,
self-adaptive, drying system combined
with full visualisation and remote access.
Installed without interruption to production,
the beneﬁts of the new, ﬁlter-less system
include a 30% reduction of the company’s
carbon footprint, reduced manual handling
operations, and more error-proof processes.
The result: higher quality, fewer complaints
and more uptime.

PlastikCity’s Carl Futcher
(left) with Piovan UK
managing director Nick
Fox, forteq UK business
development manager
Steve Roberts and master
of ceremonies Brendan
Cole.

Finalists 2018
Hi Tech Automation - Technimark

Seeking to increase the facility’s automation level, Technimark purchased their ﬁrst robot de-moulding cell
from Hi-Tech Automation and now, the automation systems for two new automated production cells.

IsoCool – Coral Products

IsoCool Ltd partnered with Coral Products Plc to address Coral’s energy and carbon reduction targets,
installing an energy-saving, centralised adiabatic cooling and chilled water system.

Motan Colortronic – Wavin Doncaster

When the decision was made to consolidate Wavin’s operations at the Doncaster site, Motan Colortronic
devised a new set-up for the existing complex materials handling system that oﬀered improved energy
eﬃciency, system ﬂexibility and better logistics.

TH Plastics – Wheatley Plastics

When Wheatley Plastics moved to a new facility, TH Plastics project-managed the move from start to ﬁnish,
essentially providing a one-step solution. Wheatley Plastics are now working with TH Plastics on further
automating the plant.
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Want access to ALL key
suppliers in the UK
plastics industry?
Find new suppliers or check your current
supplier is competitive
Only high quality suppliers with excellent
UK based support
Comparative quotes quickly & efficiently
Free to use

www.plastikcity.co.uk

Sponsored by

Supplier Partnership –
8 Toolmaker
Winner 2018

Faulkner Moulds - BCA
The PIA judges commented that this
winning entry stood out for its level
of commitment to the customer, with
Faulkner Moulds building sophisticated
tools that took potential distortion
issues into account in advance as well
as carrying out essential modiﬁcations
to components that had been designed
elsewhere. Faulkner Moulds carried
out all the required modiﬁcations,
delivered all the tools earlier than
speciﬁed delivery dates, despite start
delays due to ﬁnalising design and hot
runner speciﬁcations. Faulkner also
quickly solved problems, incorporating
innovative tooling solutions, without
compromising BCA’s delivery date,
quality requirements or budget.

Sam Blackwood, apprentice,
Duncan Faulkner (holding
the trophy) and Caroline
Faulkner collect the award
from Simon Anderson,
technical sales engineer
Hasco, the sponsor of this
category and the presenter
of the evening, Brendan
Cole, on the far right.

Finalist 2018
Plastech Solutions – OnePlastics Group

Plastech Solutions provided technical support and assistance to OnePlastics Group throughout the process
of purchasing multiple moulds from Abate moulds in Italy, for which Plastech hold the exclusive agency in
the UK & Ireland. The project required the mouldmaker to closely follow key technical criteria to produce
the suite of moulds without issue. Plastech visited Abate mouldmakers with the technical manager of
OnePlastics Group and subsequently maintained a professional communication stream, keeping One
Plastics updated wherever necessary.
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We are
more
than
100,000
products.
HASCO supplies the complete range of ready-to-install
system components for mouldmaking, backed by expert
individual support. All products, innovations and services
are available worldwide and 24 / 7 in the HASCO portal.

– Simplified design and building times
– Market-oriented innovations
– Customised standard mould unit and hot runner solutions
– Maximum quality, flexibility and economy
– International service
www.hasco.com

Supported by

Apprentice or Trainee
8 of the Year

£500
prize

Winner 2018

Luke Peters – Plastek UK
Luke impressed the judges with a
combination of drive, determination,
achievement and sense of responsibility.
Since joining Plastek UK in June 2016 as
a junior maintenance engineer, Luke has
achieved an HND in Electrical/Electronic
Engineering, and an NVQ Level 3 Electrical/
Electronics. He is currently in an Accelerated
Specialist Training Program.
Luke Peters of Plastek UK
is the elated recipient of
the £500 winner’s cheque
presented by PMMDA
Deputy Chairman,
Richard Hird (left) and
PMMDA President Nigel
Flowers (right). Far right:
master of ceremonies,
Brendan Cole.

Finalists 2018
Tyler Abraham – Wittmann Battenfeld

Tyler has successfully completed a four-year engineering apprenticeship programme with Wittmann
Battenfeld and is now set to begin his new role as a WIBA UK service engineer.

Samuel Blackwood – Faulkner Moulds

Sam has mastered 5-axis machining along with communicating with Solidworks/SolidCAM for
post-processor tweaks and programming issues. He also runs the CNC Sparker unaided.

Kayleigh Bullman – Advanced Plastics

Kayleigh has within 5 years gained Injection Moulding Technician level 3, been promoted to Trainee
Process Engineer and gained IMT Level 4 with PTIC. She is now working on her Lean Six Sigma Green Belt.

Maria Iglesias Lopez – Broanmain Plastics

Having completed the Sumitomo (SHI) Demag UK Training Academy programme, Maria Iglesias Lopez has
advanced from trainee toolsetter to managing the 5-member injection department in 18 months.

Thomas Vardy – RPC Superfos

From a Level 2 Intermediate Apprenticeship in Engineering programme and a Level 3 Advanced
Engineering apprenticeship, Thomas has now progressed to a Level 4 Higher Apprenticeship in
Manufacturing Engineering (Polymers).
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Presented by

Best Technology
8 Application of the Year
Winner 2018

OGM
The winning technology was described by
judges as an “impressive combination of
capabilities”. OGM is the ﬁrst UK company to
adopt metal hybrid additive manufacturing
technology for the production of high-quality
mould tools with ‘printed-in’ conformal
cooling right up to the surface that needs to
be cooled. This eliminates the need for EDM
and deducts on average two weeks from the
lead time of ‘conventionally’ manufactured
plastic injection mould tools. The part
accuracy is +/-50 microns (usually better) with
a surface ﬁnish of 0.8 Ra. Another advantage:
broken or damaged mould tool inserts, for
example, can be remade overnight, instead
of requiring 7-10 days to replace. The loss
to product output is minimised, reducing
stoppage time.

Chief Executive of the Gauge
and Toolmakers Association,
Julia Moore presented the
trophy for Best Technology
Application of the Year to
OGM managing director
Paul Wightman and Marcel
Gowers (holding the trophy).
Brendan Cole, presenter of
the evening, is on the far
right.

Motan Colortronic

Finalists 2018

Motan Colortronic custom designed and installed a materials handling system for Wavin Doncaster,
helping to make it one of the most state-of-the-art factories of the future.

Plastek UK

Plastek designed and built two class 7 clean room production cells oﬀering a high level of ﬂexibility,
paving the way for expansion into the medical device sector.

Polymer Compounders

Polymer Compounders developed a material for a new environmental gas monitoring device for
Geotech based on new additive technology utilising multiwall carbon nanotubes.

Rosti Automotive Larkhill

Collaborative Robots require no programming, set-up, or dedicated, shielded work cells. Using cobots,
Rosti projects it will save a total of £45,000/annum on labour utilisation alone.

TH Plastics

TH Plastics has developed an eﬃcient, cost-saving automated solution for the product collection process:
a box ﬁlling station with double-layer conveying, soon available as an oﬀ-the-shelf solution.
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Providing supply chain solutions, business
services, technology transfer and industry
networks for companies throughout the
engineering supply chain.

Aerospace
Rail

Marine
Automotive

Medical
Energy

t: 0121 392 8994
www.gtma.co.uk
A Trade Association representing the engineering supply chain
Approved to ISO 9001 : 2015

Presented by

Best Energy or Environmental
8 Programme of the Year
Winner 2018

MGB Plastics
A stand-out company with a sense of
responsibility for the environmental
impact of its operations, the PIA judges
commented. Not only does MGB
manufacture wheeled bins from recycled
material, it implements collection
schemes to promote recycling and
segregation of waste streams at source
and recycles redundant containers to
make brand new bins. The company was
recently proud to receive certiﬁcation
from the Carbon Trust for ‘Zero Waste to
Landﬁll’.

Bendan Cole, master of
ceremonies, stands next
to UK Board member of
the Society of Plastics
Engineering, Emma
Hockley, who presented
the trophy to Karl Stillman,
Stephanie Sleaford and
David Hallgate of MGB
Plastics.

A.Schulman

Finalists 2018

Determined to reduce its carbon footprint and environmental impact, A. Schulman has successfully cut
costs and energy use, reduced fuel bills and switched to incineration of its general waste for clean energy.

Coca-Cola European Partners

By installing smart fountain dispensers on the campus of the University of Reading, Coca-Cola reduces
carbon emissions and collects valuable information on attitudes towards reﬁllable bottles.

Newton Waterprooﬁng System

Under Newton’s Membrane Recycling Scheme, waste oﬀcuts of building cavity drainage membranes are
collected, processed, recycled and made into new construction products.

RPC bpi protec

Under the protec Reprocess Scheme, RPC bpi protec’s unused wicketted PE bags and PE ﬁlms are returned,
which are turned into Plaswood, a recyclable alternative to hardwood.

Wittmann Battenfeld

Wittmann Battenfeld is pursuing signiﬁcant running cost reduction through a range of better designed,
energy-eﬃcient equipment. Initial test results have been outstanding.
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• 84 countries •
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• We unite plastics professionals worldwide •

Join today! www.4spe.org

Sponsored by

Best Business
8 Initiative of the Year
Winner 2018

RJG Technologies
“Outstanding”, commented the judges.
Having developed an Executive Roadmap
in 2016 outlining the business initiatives
that would be employed to deliver growth,
the company focussed on meeting the
deliverables of this in 2017, introducing
new products, courses and initiatives that
have placed RJG in a very strong position
to continue its journey in 2018.

Richard Brown, managing
director RJG Technologies
collects the award from
Simon Köb (left), head of
sales at sponsor company
Meusburger. Far right:
presenter of the evening
Brendan Cole.

Andel Plastics

Finalists 2018

Andel’s new press monitoring system has resulted in increased customer satisfaction levels and
record turnover ﬁgures.

Aquapurge

By venturing into Europe, Aquapurge has doubled turnover within just two years.

MGB Plastics and Straight manufacturing

A £15m relaunch investment programme has allowed MGB/Straight to redeﬁne existing business
practices across the board.

Plastek UK

Has achieved its goal of gaining the new ISO 9001 certiﬁcation and is progressing towards ISO 13485
certiﬁcation.

PlastikCity

PlastikCity has launched a new North American site projected to have over 100 partners and at least ten
primary site sections by the end of 2019.

Rosti Automotive Larkhall

Rosti Automotive has undergone major redevelopment and investment, successfully increasing
revenue per square metre by 75%.

SynthoTec Group and Lawson Keys

A strengthened and restructured SynthoTec is now on track to become a plastic injection moulding
group with combined turnover in excess of £20m in the next 5 years.
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INTO SHAPE

Order now from
our web shop!
www.meusburger.com
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Best Training and Development
8 Programme of the Year
Winner 2018

Trend Technologies
According to the PIA judges, the winner
has demonstrated a ‘huge’ commitment to
training. Trend’s Plastics Industry Expertise
Development Programme is designed to
develop and grow the critical competencies
required to meet customer demands
and the needs of the industry. The result
has been increased opportunities for
advancement within the company and
better employee engagement.

Richard Brown, managing
director of sponsor RJG
Technologies UK (left)
presented the award
to Trend Technologies
employees Theresa
O’Connell (holding the
trophy), David Smyth and
Marie O’Toole. To the right
is Brendan Cole, presenter
of the evening.

Finalists 2018
Coveris

Called ‘Growing our own talent’, the programme put in place by Coveris for its Setting department has been
a measurable success: since implementation, employee turnover in this area has dropped to less than 1%.

Mergon International

Mergon’s new training programme featuring a cross functional team from Quality, Human Resources,
Health & Safety and Production Management has sharply reduced employee turnover.

Plastek UK

A training programme designed to ensure the safety, well-being and personal development of its employees
has paid oﬀ: Plastek has had just 11 minor and zero reportable H&S incidents in the last 18 months.

Rosti Automotive Larkhall

Rosti is fully committed to training and development. Its Rosti Automotive Management Programme
aims to maximise the eﬀectiveness of the employees at all levels.

TH Plastics

TH Plastics assigns a mentor to each new employee at TH Plastics, helping to build up conﬁdence
and contributing to the development of an ‘all-rounded’ employee.
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IMAGINE...

no bad parts getting to your customers
Processing

Designing

Empowerment

ROI

Activity-driven instruction increases
the ability to troubleshoot problems
and develop standardized processes

Provide knowledge and skills
to make data driven decisions,
which benefits both the
employee and employer

Design for manufacturability offers
solutions to keep bad part and mould
designs from getting into production

Decreased cycle times, scrap
reduction, risk management, and
up-front analysis methods create
higher quality parts and moulds

www.rjginc.co.uk | info@rjginc.co.uk | 01733 232211
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8

Unsung Hero
Winner 2018

Derek Bennett – Plastek UK
Derek started at Plastek UK as a machine
operator in 2000, and soon upskilled to
PPM Mechanic. Today, Derek’s knowledge
and approachable manner makes him the
ideal mentor for all new and inexperienced
engineers on site. He is the go-to man for
any and all maintenance tasks throughout
the plant.
The PIA judges said Derek had all the
qualities looked for in an ‘Unsung Hero”:
he is courteous, good-humoured and
professional and a mentor for all new
and inexperienced engineers on site. As
his colleagues at Plastek UK put it: “In his
unassuming manner he helps to keep the
entire plant running eﬃciently.”

Derek Bennett of Plastek
UK is presented with
the Unsung Hero award
by Philip Law, DirectorGeneral British Plastics
Federation (left). To the
right is the presenter of
the evening, Brendan
Cole.

James Goddard – TH Plastics

Finalists 2018

Jimmy, as he is known, has worked at TH Plastics from the very start. His can-do attitude has helped
to bring in new business and develop new products.

Paul Hill – Plastek UK

A quiet, unassuming expert, Paul’s skills, work ethic and desire to ‘get the job done’ are as keen as
ever after 55 years in trade shops, working mostly in the plastics industry.

Tom Osbourne – Andel Plastics

A toolmaker with 33 years of experience, Tom can expertly engineer a solution to the most precise
tolerances possible, while working with today’s tightening deadlines and budget pressures.

Paul Southam - Premier Moulding Machinery

Paul deserves credit for PMM’s success in bringing the Haitian brand to the UK. Knowledgeable and
professional, Paul goes out of his way to complete a service call, no matter the time or location in the UK.
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Join the British Plastics Federation
The voice of the UK plastics industry for over 80 years

Lobbying and
representation

Peer to peer
networking

Sales leads to
your inbox

Plastics market
intelligence

Free legal advice

Raise your
company proﬁle

Grant ﬁnding
service

Legislative guidance
Feature in
and updates
Members Directory

Contact Us:

membership@bpf.co.uk
Member discounts
to events

www.bpf.co.uk
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Ambassador of the
8 Plastics Industry
Awarded to

Graeme Herlihy

Graeme Herlihy, President,
Western Europe at
Engel, holding the trophy
presented by Plastics News
Europe editor, Karen Laird.
On the left, the presenter
of the evening, Brendan
Cole.

Graeme Herlihy – Curriculum Vit
ae
Career:

2018 - present: ENGEL Presiden

t, Western Europe
2002 – 2016 ENGEL UK – Man
aging Director
1990 – 2002 DEMAG injection
moulding machines
1998 – 2002 Sales Director
1994 – 1998 Field Sales Man
ager
1990 – 1994 Sales Engineer
1988 – 1990 Cincinnati Milacron
– Sales Engineer
1981 – 1988 Bendix – Automot
ive components
manufacturer
1985 – 1988 Project Engineer
1981 – 1986 Bachelor’s degr
ee, Mechanical
Engineering from the University
of Portsmouth
Interests: motorcycling
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Graeme Herlihy, the recipient of the 2018
Ambassador of the Plastics Industry Award,
is a long-term veteran of the plastics industry
and a very well-known face of the injection
moulding machinery landscape in the UK.
Married, with two sons and with as main
hobby motorcycling, Graeme is described by
all who know him as a ‘really nice chap’, and
a true pleasure to work with. He commands
respect for his expertise and natural style
of leadership and is highly regarded for his
ability to bring out the best in the people with
whom he works.
Graeme has been a staunch supporter of
the industry awards from the very start and
has always been committed to our search
for industry excellence. He has attended
every Plastics Industry Awards gala since the
inception of the event, now eighteen years
ago.
As the managing director of Engel UK
for sixteen years, he guided the company
through a period of ﬁnancial recession, to
emerge stronger and more vital than ever.
This year, he was promoted to President,
Western Europe at Engel, a role that is
tailored to his talents.
Plastics News Europe is proud to recognise
his contribution to the plastics industry with
the presentation of this award.
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Sponsored by

Processor
8 of the Year
Winner 2018

Rosti Automotive Larkhall
The quality of this year’s ﬁnalists once
again presented the judges with a
challenging task. Ultimately, Rosti
Automotive Larkhall stood out for
their “consistently high standards
of performance, whilst maintaining
top level standards of Environmental
and Health and Safety”, the judges
said, praising the winner’s “focus
on continuous improvement”.
Congratulations to Rosti Automotive
Larkhall on this well-deserved
recognition.

Proud winners managing
director Jim McNeil and
the team from Rosti
Automotive collect the
award from Nigel Baker,
managing director of the
Engel Moulders’ Group,
sponsor of this award
category. At the far right
is the presenter of the
evening, Brendan Cole.

Advanced Plastics

Finalists 2018

Operating from a modern and highly automated manufacturing facility Advanced Plastics produces
technical injection moulded products for clients across a range of market sectors, while also heeding social
and environmental aspects ranging from employee welfare to local community engagement.

Mergon International

Irish-owned Mergon Group has pioneered advanced automation and scheduling solutions to meet the
demands of modern-day customers. The company has furthermore taken a number of steps towards
environmental leadership.

Plastek UK

The Plastek Group has achieved improvements across the board, enabling it to outstrip competitors on
cost, quality and delivery. The company is investing in opening up new markets and deepening long-term
customer relationships into mutually beneﬁcial partnerships.

Trend Technologies

Within the scope of its 2020 Vision, Trend Technologies Trend has upgraded oﬃces, plant, machinery and
exterior works, invested in new technologies and people, providing training courses and apprenticeship
opportunities to develop a pipeline of highly skilled workers.
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The world of ENGEL
Efficient. Reliable. Innovative.
As one of the world’s leading companies in the field of plastics
machine manufacturing, we offer our customers integrated system
solutions. This means: injection moulding technology from a single
source. Machine, automation, process, training and service are all
perfectly integrated with ENGEL. And we always look to the future.
Innovation and the latest technologies offer our customers a decisive
competitive advantage. be the first.

www.engelglobal.com
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