
For the first time in two years, engineers and senior 
representatives from global operating and refining technology 
companies, gathered to uncover the very latest industry 
developments and connect with key leaders across the sector 
at Refining India 2022.
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of attendees 
satisfied with 
Refining India 2022

of attendees are 
likely to attend this 
event again

of attendees would 
recommend this event 
to friends/colleagues

of attendees satisfied with the speakers

of attendees satisfied with the content and topics

of attendees satisfied with the networking opportunities

Attendee Satisfaction

93%

86%

80%

86%

86%

72%

I found it very valuable. By attending we were able to learn 
what present refinery demand is, what new technologies 
are about to launch, practical implementation of these 
technologies, and how the refineries proceed for digital mode 
of transformation.

Ranjan Kumar, Engineers India Limited

It was a great event with relevant stakeholders from the 
refinery industry in India - well represented. The event gave a 
good perspective on the latest trends in Indian refining.

Manish Bhole, Deputy Manager, TOYO Engineering India Private Limited

SAVE THE DATE 9-10 OCTOBER 2023



Delegates said the 
event met or exceeded 
their expectations 

86%

The main reasons delegates 
attended Refining India 2022

Topics were chosen very aptly. Small pavilions 
were also attractive from knowledge sharing 
point of view. After a two year gap, this event has 
blown up enthusiasm among stakeholders. Event 
was compact and informative. 

Bhar Santanu, Indian Oil Corporation Limited

To understand the 
latest industry trends

Networking with 
refinery experts/ 
industry professional

To hear from 
eminent speakers 
& industry leaders

Gain insight on the 
future path in industry
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Key executive level takeaways

Leonard covered a range of dichotomies seen in the refining 
industry. She noted that in mature refining markets, the onus is on 
taking a conservative investment strategy, as net-zero emissions 
drivers predicate the scale-down or closure of fossil fuels-based 
refineries, even in high fuel consuming markets, such as California. In 
contrast, the Indian refining market is driven by incentives from the 
Indian government and business community to increase capacity in 
support of the country’s expanding and energy-intensive industries 
like steel and petrochemicals.
 
While the key factors leveraging the energy industry in developed 
regions is focused on sustainability and complying with regulations 
(e.g., Tier 3 in US, Scope 1, 2, 3 in Europe), the Indian refining 
industry’s primary goal involves increasing the capacity of 
transportation fuels processing (e.g., diesel, distillate, etc.) and 
petrochemical feedstocks (e.g., propylene, aromatics, etc.) for 
products ranging from polymers and plastics to fertilizers.  

The salient points from this presentation insinuates that the common 
denominator affecting refiners worldwide is the demonstration of 
sustainable operations and environmental stewardship to investors 
and regulators. Other emerging considerations weighing into Indian 
refiners’ project plans to 2035 include transformation to non-fossil 
fuels, but uncertainty over stable cash flows, high interest rates, 
supply disruptions and regulations all influence plant complexity 
and focus (e.g., fuels vs petrochemicals). 
 
Going forward, concerns over declining crack spreads could slow 
down investment when shortages, such as diesel and ammonia are 
becoming more apparent. For example, concerns about a world 
food crisis caused by severe shortages in ammonia-based fertilizer 
due to high natural gas prices, could significantly impact the Indian 
subcontinent. Nevertheless, major refinery projects in India and 
other developing regions explain why global refining capacity could 
continue increasing to 2035.

Vartika Shukla
Chairperson & Managing Director
Engineers India 

Laura Leonard
Vice President and General Manager
Honeywell UOP 
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Key subjective matter expert takeaways

Resid Upgrading Energy Efficiency

Petrochemicals

Distillates

High Margins Products

The reduced demand for fossil-based transportation fuels has 
resulted in heavy resid upgrading units, such delayed coking units 
(DCUs), operating at lower than design capacity. In parallel, the 
trend towards electric vehicles (EVs) has accelerated demand for 
synthetic graphite used in EV battery manufacturing, predicating 
redesign of fuel grade cokers to instead produce needle coke. 

• Opportunities to co-process recycle waste plastics through a 
DCU further improves utilization. 

Lowering emissions and energy costs and increasing profitability 
calls for a “re-balance” of production capacity using the 
latest advances to existing technology involving CDUs, DCUs, 
hydrocrackers, FCCs, etc. To meet these objectives, fired heater 
optimization and separation efficiency continue to benefit from 
global technology suppliers partnering with niche repositories of 
expertise focused on specific areas.

The dichotomy of refinery challenges and opportunities continues 
to play out. Even though investors in some major markets have 
put dividends and share buybacks ahead of capacity gains over 
the past few years, other refiners in India are committed to 
investing in the enormous opportunities in the petrochemical 
sector, as long-term global petrochemical consumption could 
increase by a factor of 9 (9X), against a backdrop of the 
sustainable refinery landscape.

Besides high margins petrochemical feedstocks, diesel and 
sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) are crucial refinery products 
for the world’s economy, requiring technology that is capable 
of upgrading low value streams like HCGO, HVGO and DAO to 
distillate range products, as large-scale commercial production 
of renewable diesel and SAF are still a long way off. Regardless 
of the project, an emerging consideration for refineries is to treat 
utilities such as water and hydrogen as a scarce resource.

There isn’t a single refinery configuration beating all other 
options, we’ll probably see multiple technologies emerging, such 
as chemical recycling of plastic waste. For example, optimal 
performance of hydrocracking units is critical in the pursuit of 
refinery profitability, benefiting from the latest developments 
in zeolite-based catalyst to mitigate the chemistry of HPNA 
formation in two-stage hydrocracking units. 
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We look forward to welcoming you to the hotly 
anticipated 2023 edition of Refining India

Register your interest now to be the first informed 
when ticket sales open in 2023

> I’m Interested in Attending in 2023

For partnership opportunities please contact
sales@petroleumtechnology.com

refiningindia.com
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