
                                            
 
 

Saving lives, eyes, and vision through education. 
 
Victoria Cohen’s contribution to ocular oncology was hugely significant. 
 
She graduated from Cambridge University with a first-class honours degree in Natural Sciences, studied 
medicine at Addenbrookes Hospital, Cambridge, UK, and specialised in Ophthalmology with subsequent 
supra-specialist training in Ocular Oncology. 
 
While training she won a scholarship from Pfizer which allowed her to continue her fellowship at some of 
the leading eye hospitals in the USA, including Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center and the Wills Eye 
Hospital. It is this award, and the opportunities which arose from it, that has served as the inspiration for 
the Victoria Cohen Eye Cancer Charitable Trust (VCECCT). 
 
Victoria was the Director of the London Ocular Oncology Service based at Moorfields and St 
Bartholomew’s, London. She was the serving President of the International Society of Ocular Oncology 
(ISOO) and a prominent member of the Ocular Oncology Group (OOG). 
The VCECCT will ensure that her name and her good work live on by supporting the next generation of eye 
surgeons in their education. 
 
There are not enough ocular oncologists in the world. Early detection of eye cancer and the knowledge of 
how to treat the disease saves the lives, eyes, and vision of those affected, yet the skill and experience 
required is not always available. Training to become an eye surgeon takes many years and is expensive, 
those with the ambition and ability do not always have the necessary means to fund their education. 
 
The VCECCT has been established to support aspiring ocular oncologists through their training. The 
charity’s Judging Panel, made up of six leading international ocular oncologists, is responsible for reviewing 
applications and selecting the winner of the Victoria Cohen Scholarship. 
 
Currently, the charity provides one scholarship of $25,000 per annum. This helps an individual with the 
costs of their fellowship. In time, the charity would like to be able to increase the value of the award, to 
offer more scholarships, or both. This year we had 27 applications from all over the world yet had to 
disappoint 26 applicants. The Victoria Cohen Eye Cancer Charitable Trust was, however, excited to award 
Vijitha S Vempuluru from Hyderabad, India with the first scholarship. Vijitha started her fellowship at the 
Wills Eye Hospital in Philadelphia, USA, in August 2022 and is following in Victoria’s footsteps. 
 
Everyone knows someone affected by cancer. Eye cancer is a terrible disease, a death sentence in many 
parts of the world. Your support will train aspiring ocular oncologists to save the lives, eyes, and vision of 
countless people. Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


