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ABOUT US

Established in 1999 we have long standing experience of providing class 
leading cyber security solutions to customers ranging from small to large 
enterprises. Our expertise lies in our deep understanding of the cyber 
security market and unique position in bringing some of the best of breed 
products and services to provide a fit for purpose and value for money 
security solution. 
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 I N T R O D U C T I O N
There has been hype around CASB (Cloud Access Security 
Brokerage) for a few years now, highlighted by the fact it 
has been included in Gartner’s top 10 must have security 
technologies for the last four years. Although there’s awareness 
of CASB as a technology, some people may still be in the dark 
when it come to the practical purpose it can serve in their 
organisation. In short, it can enable you to embrace cloud 
applications for your business securely.

Many organisations are already embracing the benefits of 
cloud applications and there are very clear use cases for CASB 
which can deliver real value to customers and make it easy for 
users to break free from limitations in an increasingly cloud 
first world.

VISIBILITY AND CONTROL OF DATA

Today, users are wanting to use more and 
more cloud, but various limitations inside 
their organisations are holding them back. 
The main aspect of this is security; without 
a CASB solution, it is impossible to have full 
visibility of the data users are putting into 
cloud applications. When you don’t know 
where and what data is being stored, you 
can’t ensure this information is secure. Once 
a CASB solution is put in place, IT leaders 
can immediately see and control which 
cloud applications are being used and what 
potentially sensitive data users are uploading. 

CASB allows organisations to extend their 
security policies and control out to cloud 
applications. It acts almost like a middle 
man between your users and your cloud 

applications no matter where they are 
or what device they are using so you can 
continually have visibility and control of what 
is in the cloud.

For example, one organisation wanted to 
see what risky file sharing applications their 
employees were using. As soon as CASB 
was enforced, they could immediately see 
someone was using WeTransfer. Thankfully, 
the organisation could see who this person 
was and upon talking to them, learned 
they needed to transfer large files to other 
colleagues but had restricted file sharing 
on OneDrive. Without being able to have 
visibility of the data or the behaviour of those 
using WeTransfer, this was a very risky thing 
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to do. With CASB, the organisation was able 
to proxy the traffic to WeTransfer and this 
created a significantly lower risk, which 
then enabled their employees to keep using 
WeTransfer in the workplace. 

This example is especially relevant in today’s 
climate where any manager can pick up their 
credit card, immediately sign up for a new 
cloud service, and start uploading customer 
data without IT ever knowing about it. This 
is known as Shadow IT and is happening 
more and more in workplaces. 10 years ago, 
if a marketing manager wanted a new CRM 
solution, they would have to go to IT and 
then IT would go off, evaluate options, and 
come back with recommendations. Since it 
all went through IT, they could patrol it and 

ensure it was secure, but this is no longer 
the case. In Secon Cyber’s experience, when 
organisations run a CASB assessment to 
see what cloud applications are in use, 
they typically find four times more on their 
network than they were ever aware of. 

CASB allows for IT to take back control and 
put proper security policies in place for 
all of these applications. IT managers are 
then aware of what applications are being 
used, how much data is going in and out, 
and what data is being shared. CASB gives 
IT the who, what, when, why, and where, 
which ultimates lets them take back control 
of security, ensuring the entire organisation 
stays safe.
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IDENTIFYING TRUSTWORTHY 
APPLICATIONS

Storing data in trustworthy cloud 
applications is just as important for the 
security of an organisation as the type 
of data being uploaded. In any business, 
employees will be using a variety of cloud 
storage applications, from Google Drive or 
OneDrive to CRMs and project management 
solutions. With CASB, you can see a risk 
rating of every cloud application to assess 
where your data is going and where it will 
be the most secure. 

Once you have visibility of what cloud 
applications are being used, you can identify 
which ones pose the highest risk to your 
business and reign back control of the data 
being released. If a current application has 
a poor security rating, the CASB solution will 
list all similar applications with better ratings 
so you can identify the best course of action 
for your business. Once your data is moved 
to a more secure platform, you can rest easy 
about the security of your information.

FINANCIAL BENEFITS
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Once companies have visibility of what 
cloud applications are in use among 
their employees, they can begin to 
see which ones overlap each other in 
function. Continuing to license all of these 
applications can be a waste of money and 
many times it’s happening unknowingly. 
By the time you eliminate any unnecessary 
subscriptions, it can amount to huge savings 
for your business. Without a CASB solution, 
organisations may have never been aware 
of all this money they could potentially be 
saving.
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IDENTIFYING ACCESS POINTS

The nature of cloud technology allows users 
to access data anywhere in the world, but 
this can be worrying for those in IT. CASB 
can put a reverse proxy in place so IT can 
understand what devices are accessing an 
application and where these are located. 
The location from which an application 
is being accessed can signal a potential 
security threat, for example if an account is 
accessed from two different locations at the 
same time. Thankfully, CASB allows security 
controls to restrict these logins and shut 
them down as soon as they’re detected. 

In addition, logins from areas outside the 
normal operations of a business can signal 
an attempted breach. For example, a user 
may have full access to their data in the cloud 
when working inside the UK, but restricted 
access when trying to view data from a WiFi 
point in China. If the organisation is aware a 
user is travelling, they can then grant access 
for this user but block access if not. 

Being able to demonstrate security 
compliance is becoming increasingly 
important in today’s digital climate. 
The regulation of data has risen to the 
top of conversation around security 
and protecting personally identifiable 
information in line with EU General Data 
Protection Regulation (GDPR) is essential. 
Being able to demonstrate knowledge and 
control of where all your PII data is falls in 
line with this. CASB allows for organisations 
to demonstrate compliance and if anything 
does go wrong, you can provide evidence 
and an audit trail that you have taken steps 
to protect yourself and your data. 
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DIGITAL 
TRANSFORMATION

Many organisations are now talking about digital transformation, which 
is increasingly becoming a big buzzword in all industries. Ultimately it 
means that businesses are moving applications and data from their 
own physical environments out to someone else’s environment, aka the 
cloud. Previous security policies do not necessarily work with the use of 
cloud applications because you can no longer build walls around your 
data and protect everything behind those password protected barriers. 
It’s scary for a lot of organisations to allow their sensitive and client data 
to be released into the cloud since there are many risks associated with 
the web.

Putting a CASB solution in place enables organisations to embrace 
digital transformation and start enforcing security policies. Companies 
who used to completely avoid cloud because of the associated risks are 
now adopting cloud first strategies, not because cloud technology has 
changed, but because tools like CASB exist which enable organisations 
to use cloud applications more securely. 
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If you would like to learn about the many 
other ways in which CASB could improve your 
business, please reach out to Secon Cyber to 

request a demo.  
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WORK
PLAY
LIVE

C O M P A N Y  A D D R E S S
 
Hersham Place Technology Park

41-61 Molesey Road

Hersham

KT12 4RZ

O N L I N E

Email: hello@seconcyber.com
Website: www.seconcyber.com

P H O N E

Phone: +44 (0)845 567 8777

Support: +44 (0)845 567 8666

@seconcyber


