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Happy New Year to all our members, now over 1,000 of us! 
 
These remain difficult times despite the tireless efforts of our remarkable NHS, but with the COVID-19 
vaccine rollout well underway let us cautiously look forward to brighter times as the year progresses. 
 
Having entered a further period of lockdown, may I take this opportunity to remind you of the new 
practical guide created to support primary care teams maintain the delivery of CVD prevention services 
during the challenges related to COVID-19. Produced in collaboration with the Oxford Academic Health 
Science Network (Oxford AHSN) and the Getting It Right First Time (GIRFT) programme, the guide is co-
authored by the Primary Care Cardiovascular Society (PCCS) and aims to signpost primary care 
professionals to the right resources to address these and related issues. Please visit:  
https://pccsuk.org/2020/en/node/newsitem-new-guidance-helps-primary-care-teams-deliver-best-
cvd-services-during-the-pandemic 
 
Coming soon – PCCS CVD Academy 
  
We are very excited to announce our plan to launch the PCCS CVD Academy in the early part of this 
year. The Academy will offer high-quality education to healthcare professionals working in primary care 
and beyond, ultimately providing the best care for those either at risk of or with cardiovascular disease. 
Access to the Academy will be for PCCS members only via an online site offering different educational 
opportunities in the form of online workshops/resources focused around key CVD areas. 
 
PCCS Report on the Death of Donal O’Donoghue 
 
Kathryn E Griffith, Chair of Board of Trustees PCCS and Previous Clinical Lead for Kidney Care for the 
RCGP worked closely with Donal and reports here on his loss: 
 
“It is with sadness that we report the death of Professor Donal O’Donoghue on 3rd January 2021 of 
COVID-19, at the age of 64. 
 
Donal qualified in Medicine in Manchester and then trained in renal medicine. He developed  
the renal services in Manchester, working in Salford for almost 30 years. He became the first president 
of the British Renal Society. Renal medicine stands out as a leading example of the importance of all 
members of the multidisciplinary team and here Donal was a key supporter.  
 
Donal led the implementation of the Renal National Service Framework as National Clinical Director 
(Tsar). He encouraged the involvement of primary care in development of services for the management 
of CKD and AKI and was very supportive of many members of this Society, including myself. He 
understood the difficulties we face in general practice, but knew that people with CKD needed to be 
diagnosed and managed in primary care. 
 
He was a champion of patient involvement in their care, putting patients at the centre of the care 
pathway, and was chair of the patient support charity Kidney Care UK. Donal was President of the Renal 
Association, Registrar of the RCP, and a supporter of KDIGO, but will also be remembered for his sense 
of humour, love of Manchester United and support for his patients and team. 
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He was truly a fine leader, a great example to all clinicians. He will be sadly missed by the whole renal 
community. His death demonstrates the cruel nature of COVID and our thoughts must go to his wife 
Marie and his family.” 
 
Heart Failure Diagnostic and Treatment Pathways 
 
Heart failure affects nearly a million people across the UK. Early diagnosis of people with heart failure, 
with prompt access to integrated services and specialist care, can help to cut emergency admissions, 
improve quality of life and give people the opportunity to live well for longer. Please visit our resources 
page https://pccsuk.org/2020/en/page/resources-page to view the full document we have helped 
produced, which is a consolidation of the heart failure diagnostic and treatment pathways.  
 
Hear Failure Primary Care Leaders Network Virtual Meeting Write-up 
 
The second Novartis Heart Failure Primary Care Network Virtual meeting was held on 2nd December 
2020. The meeting was chaired by Dr Jim Moore, a GP from Gloucestershire and current President of 
the PCCS and Professor Ahmet Fuat, GP and Professor of Primary Care Cardiology at Durham University. 
We are now pleased to share with you the certified write-up from the meeting. Please visit: 
https://pccsuk.org/2020/en/page/novartis-hf-pc-leaders-network-landing-page   
 
Webinars & conferences of interest 
 
PCCS: The Cardio Renal Metabolic Approaches to Diabetes and Comorbidities – webinar series 

In case you missed our series of webinars focussed around cardio and renal metabolic approaches to T2 

diabetes and associated comorbidities they can all be viewed by using the links below: 

Webinar 1: The Changing Cardio Renal Metabolic Landscape in the UK  

Download and watch: https://pccsuk.org/2020/en/page/diabetes-webinar-1-agenda 

Webinar 2: PCN priorities around Diabetes and Comorbidities  

Download and watch: https://pccsuk.org/2020/en/page/diabetes-webinar-2-agenda 

Webinar 3: Atrial Fibrillation and Diabetes - a deadly combination  

 Download and watch: https://pccsuk.org/2020/en/page/diabetes-webinar-3-agenda  

 

PCCS: Type 2 diabetes and heart failure in primary care: identification and novel therapies webinar  
You can now view our webinar that explored the challenges associated with identifying heart failure in 
patients with diabetes within the primary care setting. We examined the latest clinical advances in 
managing these patients, exploring new therapeutic strategies, including SGLT2 inhibition, and how 
these fit into current treatment algorithms.  
Download and watch: https://pccsuk.org/2020/en/page/astrazeneca-webinar-landing-page  
 
Arrhythmia Alliance 

A-A Heart Rhythm Congress 2020 is now live, delivering virtual presentations, debates and discussions. 

Available for 12 months free of charge, find out more and register here: 

https://www.heartrhythmalliance.org/aa/uk/heart-rhythm-congress 
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With best regards,  

Dr Jim Moore  

President PCCS  

GP, GPwSI Cardiology  
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