
Dear Colleague,

This month you’ll find information on:

• The Physician Associate
• PCCS E-Learning
• PCCS Spring Conference 2022
• PCCS Annual Conference 2022
• Appropriate release of medical colleagues for the purposes for carrying out work for the wider health system
• New programme on congenital heart disease
• Heart Failure and Device Specialist Nurse Virtual Meeting
• Cardiovascular Professional Care

The Physician Associate
Part two of our look at the role of the Physician Associate is now live on our website. This month, our 2,000th member 
Lisa Brand shares her perspective on becoming and being a Physician Associate. 

As the society membership continues to increase, we have also seen an expansion in the different healthcare roles 
undertaken by those registering as new members, therefore we would be delighted if you could share with interested 
colleagues information regarding the PCCS and the benefits associated with our free membership. 

PCCS E-Learning
We are delighted to let you know we have now added two new educational resources on to the e-learning tab on the 
PCCS website. 

• The final assets and CPD accredited certificate, have been added to our 2nd Blended Learning Series, entitled 
‘Modern Management of Heart Failure’. To find out more and view please click here: https://pccsuk.org/2020/
en/page/blended-learning-landing-page 

 This independent medical education programme is sponsored by Boehringer Ingelheim and Lilly Alliance (The Alliance). 
The Alliance had no influence over the agenda, programme development, content or selection of faculty. Editorial and 
content decisions were made solely by the Primary Care Cardiovascular Society and faculty chosen by Primary Care 
Cardiovascular Society.

• The PCCS also presents a series of 5 talking head videos, entitled ‘Cardiovascular Disease Management: 
Updates on NVAF and Lipid Management’. Please click here to view: https://pccsuk.org/2020/en/page/
cardiovascular-disease-management  

 These videos have been solely funded by Daiichi Sankyo. 

 Daiichi Sankyo were not involved in the development of these videos, their content, selection of speakers or their 
arrangements. All content has been independently developed by PCCS
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PCCS Spring Conference 2022

We were thrilled to see so many of you in person at our annual Spring Conference, Conundrums in cardiovascular 
disease, at the end of last month. We had 22 speakers addressing 116 delegates and the opportunity to see colleagues 
and network face to face again.

PCCS Annual Conference 2022

Our fifth Annual Conference which will be around Addressing the CVD Prevention Gap in Primary Care, will be held online 
over two days, 29th–30th September 2022.

This year’s conference draws together an expert multidisciplinary faculty. It provides a forum for the presentation and 
discussion of many varied aspects of cardiovascular disease including hypertension, lipid management, atrial fibrillation, 
cardiac rehabilitation, heart failure, heart valve disease, chronic kidney disease, peripheral arterial disease and cardio-
respiratory medicine. We hope there will be something of interest for everyone.

Please view the topics for the conference here. The full timed agenda and speakers will be announced in the coming 
weeks. Registration is now open.

Appropriate release of medical colleagues for the purposes for carrying out work for the 
wider health system

A recent joint publication by NHS England and endorsed by the Academy of Medical Royal Colleges and the GMC seeks 
to encourage NHS organisations to continue to look favourably on requests from doctors seeking support to undertake 
national or regional work for the wider benefit of the public and of health services across England and the devolved 
administrations.

The statement suggests that “national or regional activity by clinical staff should also be regarded as an investment in 
the improvement of patient care and a reflection of high standards; the COVID-19 pandemic was a reminder of the value 
delivered by time allocated in job plans to supporting professional activities (SPA) through research, training and strategic 
management that delivered new approaches to clinical care and medical training in record time.”

The full document can be viewed using the following link: https://pccsuk.org/2020/en/page/news-stories
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New programme on congenital heart disease
Health Education England eLearning for healthcare (HEE elfh) has worked in partnership with the North West, North 
Wales and The Isle of Man Congenital Heart Disease Network to develop a new eLearning programme on Congenital Heart 
Disease.

An Introduction to Congenital Heart Disease provides a basic, but essential overview of this condition and highlights 
the advances in paediatric care that have resulted in increasing numbers of patients surviving into adult life.

The resource also describes the specialist services required to deliver care at every stage of life. It is aimed at all NHS 
clinical staff who are not specialists in this subject, but may need to care for patients with congenital heart disease in their 
current role. The resource will also be useful for all other clinical colleagues to understand the implications of congenital 
heart disease, as patients will access other services within the NHS throughout their lifetime.

The programme takes approximately 2 hours to complete and consists of 3 eLearning modules: 

• An Introduction to Congenital Heart Disease

• An Introduction to the Neonate or Infant with Congenital Heart Disease 

• Acute Presentations in Adult Congenital Heart Disease 

You must register to complete the course, you can do so by following the ‘register’ link at the bottom of the programme 
page, click here. 

If you already have an account with elfh you can directly access the learning here. 

Heart Failure and Device Specialist Nurse Virtual Meeting
This virtual event has been designed specifically for Heart Failure and Device Specialist Nurses. The program comprises 
of 3 virtual sessions on contemporary management of Heart Failure and advances in device technology. The lunchtime 
sessions last for 60 minutes each including time for questions and discussion. It is suitable for those who are involved in 
the care of heart failure patients across primary, secondary and tertiary care.

The Programme Director is Dr Archana Rao – Consultant Cardiologist, Liverpool Heart and Chest Hospital with Guest 
Speaker, Dr Rajiv Sankaranarayanan – Consultant Cardiologist, Aintree Hospital, Liverpool University Hospital.

Course Overview:

Session 1: Tuesday 14th June: 12.30–13.30

Optimal Medical Therapy in Heart Failure – case based discussion

Session 2: Tuesday 21st June: 12.30–13.30

Device update – device implant to allow medication changes and introduction to His pacing

Session 3: Tuesday 28th June: 12.30–13.30

Triage HF device diagnostics and palliative care management

To Register: Click Here
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Cardiovascular Professional Care
Cardiovascular Professional Care (CVPC) 2022, will take place at ExCeL, London on 15th–16th November. This event will 
cater for over 1,000 healthcare professionals interested in the diagnosis and treatment of cardiovascular disease and 
provide high-value, low-cost, practical CPD alongside big issue debates.

Yemi Ibidunni, Event Director of Cardiovascular Professional Care and its co-located events, said “Our ambition is for 
this show to become the number one destination for cardiologists and other professional groups with a strong interest 
in this subject area. We’re working with a whole host of organisations and experts to ensure the content is relevant, 
practical, and up to date. I’m really looking forward to the event and think it is going to make a big positive difference to 
the cardiovascular community.”

Register today for just £79 +VAT using our PCCS members discount code CVPCPCCS1, before prices increase on 29th 
July 2022. Nurses may qualify for a complimentary pass, contact the CVPC team on cvpc@closerstillmedia.com or call 
+44 (0)207 013 4681 to find out more.

With best regards,

Dr Jim Moore FRCP Edin 
President of the Primary Care Cardiovascular Society  
GP, GPwSI Cardiology
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