
Dear Colleague,

This month you’ll find information on:

• Practice Nurse representation on PCCS Council

• PCCS CVD Academy

• PCCS Annual Conference 2022

• Annual General Meeting 2022

• New section on PCCS website

• DaRe2THINK Trial

• NHSE/I Guidance on DOAC prescribing

• Guidelines Live: Keep up to date with the latest clinical guidance in primary care

Practice Nurse representation on PCCS Council
We’re seeking to appoint an additional Practice Nurse representative to support the work of our existing practice nurses 
on our PCCS Council. Applications are open to all Practice Nurse members of the PCCS. If you have an interest in joining 
the Council please contact our Secretariat at admin@pccsuk.org by 9th September 2022.

PCCS CVD Academy
Thank you to those of you who responded to our survey. It was great to see the Academy has been valuable to your 
everyday practice and that 95% felt our membership sign-up was a simple process. All respondents agreed the Academy 
is easy to navigate and that the resources within the modules are useful. 

As we start to plan our next academic year we will keep in mind the additional materials respondents said they’d like to 
see more of, such as podcasts and interactive PDFs. Thank you also for your suggestions on future modules you’d like to 
see on the Academy and the speakers you’d like to hear from.

View the latest modules here.

Remember, if you haven’t activated your account in order to gain access to the Academy, please contact our secretariat 
who will be able to help you: admin@lcwconsulting.co.uk 
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PCCS Annual Conference 2022
Next month will see our two-day online Annual Conference Addressing the CVD Prevention Gap in Primary Care take 
place. 

Over the two days we will cover the following topics:

29th September

• Hypertension

• Lipids

• Atrial Fibrillation

• Lifestyle and Cardiac Rehabilitation

30th September

• Heart Failure and Heart Valve Disease

• Cardio-Respiratory

• CKD and PAD

Please view the full agenda and speakers here and register here.

Annual General Meeting 2022
Our AGM will take place after the second day of the Annual Conference, on 30th September at 14:45. Please join us to 
hear from our President, Dr Jim Moore, our educational lead, Prof Ahmet Fuat, our Treasurer, Dr Paul Ferenc and the 
Chair of Directors, Dr Kathryn Griffith.

We will share the Zoom link with you to join this meeting in our newsletter next month.

New section on PCCS website
We have recently launched a new page on our website, Media. Here you will be able to view the latest articles we have 
featured in, there is more set to come in the forthcoming months.

We’d also like to let you know you can now find us on Facebook for those of you who prefer to find your social media 
updates on there, please follow us and share with any colleagues you know who would enjoy our posts.
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DaRe2THINK Trial
DaRe2THINK is a transformative study, testing an innovative way of running clinical trials in Primary Care. The study will 
test the hypothesis that DOACs are clinically and cost-effective in patients with atrial fibrillation, at low or intermediate risk 
of stroke, in reducing the risk of stroke, premature death, cognitive decline and vascular dementia.

The inclusion criteria for the study are diagnosis of atrial fibrillation (previous, current or chronic) and age at enrolment of 
60–73 years. Each patient will be randomised to either a DOAC or continuing their current treatment.

The DaRe2THINK approach is entirely remote, meaning that patients can join the trial, discuss with their GP or other local 
healthcare staff on the phone to give their consent, and complete simple questionnaires online. There is no need for 
patients to come for trial visits, as information is collected through GP surgery and hospital medical records.

DaRe2THINK is funded by the National Institute of Health Research (NIHR) Health Technology Assessment programme and 
organised by the University of Birmingham, in collaboration with the Clinical Practice Research Datalink (CPRD).

Dr David Shukla, a GP, Clinical Research Fellow in the University’s Institute of Applied Health Research and the lead for 
the West Midlands Primary Care research team, added: “DaRe2THINK will allow us to pre-screen from over 12 million NHS 
patients in Primary Care across England and direct our efforts to specific GP surgeries to reduce the cost and burden to the NHS. 
At the same time, we can address major public health problems that affect the NHS, in this case by trying to prevent strokes and 
dementia.”

The trial will include 3,000 patients from up to 600 GP surgeries across England. The study team is keen to recruit further 
patients, to what is an important, innovative study and we would encourage interested colleagues to complete the 
Expression of Interest form DaRe2THINK GP Expression of Interest Form (bham.ac.uk)  or contact the Trial Manager, 
Alastair Mobley at dare2think@trials.bham.ac.uk 

NHSE/I Guidance on DOAC prescribing 
Following the national commissioning recommendations around DOAC prescribing earlier this year, NHSE has produced 
the following document to support the implementation of these recommendations recognising the anticipated wider use 
of EDOXABAN – Anticoagulation for non-valvular atrial fibrillation (NVAF) following NHSE DOAC commissioning 
recommendations.

The document, which is endorsed by the PCCS Council, can be found on our CVD Academy in the ‘Atrial fibrillation and 
arrhythmia’ area under Resources (Guidance).

Guidelines Live: Keep up to date with the latest clinical guidance in primary care
Come to Guidelines Live at ExCeL London, 22nd–23rd November, for 2 days of clinically-focused education, 16 clinical 
streams, and 48 expert speakers. Earn CPD points for attending sessions, reflecting on learning, and sharing with your 
practice team.

The agenda has been developed with GP appraisers and specialist GPs to support daily practice. View agenda topics here.

PCCS NEWSLETTER
AUGUST 2022

https://d2t.redcap.bham.ac.uk/surveys/?s=TPNCR3KMHT
mailto:dare2think@trials.bham.ac.uk
https://evessio.s3.amazonaws.com/customer/8603be9c-b8c3-49ef-86d2-e4ccb958c5d1/event/9ea04726-5981-493a-871e-91a7eba91159/media/General_Content/2b4b1529-node_FINAL_Guidance_on_prescribing_anticoagulation_in_NVAF_July_22_v2.pdf
https://www.guidelineslive.co.uk/agenda


Partnering with PCCS

The PCCS CVD Academy is supporting the cardiovascular streams on Tuesday, 22nd November and Wednesday, 23rd 
November. Book your ticket today to join the following sessions:

• Secondary prevention of CVD—Alison Warren

• HBPM and ABPM—where do they fit in the detection and management of hypertension—Prof Michael Norton

• CVD, Diabetes and CKD (CaReMe)—Dr Raj Thakkar

• Practical delivery of the Primary Care Network CVD indicators—Dr Chris Arden, Helen Williams

View all confirmed speakers to date

Book your ticket today for half-price as a PCCS member

PCCS members can attend Guidelines Live for half price! Rather than pay the normal rate of £99, you can attend for only 
£49.50. To take advantage of this special offer, call 01442 861713  or book online here. Please note – the discount is 
applied on the last page of the booking form. Or visit: 

https://eventdata.uk/Forms/Form.aspx?FormRef=GuiB2Visitor&TrackingCode=P4HP 

Confirmed clinical streams 

Confirmed clinical streams will include sessions on new guidance and practical case studies on delivering best practice:  

With best regards,

Dr Jim Moore FRCP Edin 
President of the Primary Care Cardiovascular Society  
GP, GPwSI Cardiology

Asthma  

Cardiovascular   

COPD

ENT  

Dermatology

Diabetes  

Gastroenterology 

Mental health 

Paediatrics 

Women’s health
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This message is private and confidential; if you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender and delete it from your system. Any unauthorised repro-
duction, dissemination, copying, disclosure, modification, distribution and/or publication of this e-mail message is strictly prohibited. E-mail may be susceptible 
to data corruption, interception and unauthorised amendment. No liability for any such corruption, interception or amendment or any damage or loss sustained 
as a result of software viruses is accepted by the sender. To unsubscribe, change your data options or for further information on our data policies please 
email registrations@lcwmed.co.uk

SHARE US
Please share our newsletters  
and website with colleagues.

FOLLOW US @PCCS_UK
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