
Dear Colleague,

This month you’ll find information on:

• The Physician Associate
• Council News
• PCCS CVD Academy
• PCCS Spring Conference 2022
• PCCS Annual Conference 2022
• British Society for Heart Failure Update
• Guidelines Clinical Focus
• British Cardiovascular Society Centenary Annual Conference
• Aortic Stenosis Today
• Size of the Prize for High Blood Pressure

The Physician Associate
Our membership numbers continue to increase and we now have over 2,300 members, with a fairly even split of GPs (39%), 
Nurses (34%) and a growing following of Pharmacists at an impressive 15%. Other members (12%) consist of roles such as the 
Physician Associate. 
Our new Observer Member, Paul Gilbert, is a Physician Associate and this month we have highlighted this relatively new role on 
our website looking at what his job entails, the training undertaken and how the PCCS can help support the Physician Associate. 
Next month, we will share another perspective from our 2,000th member who is also a Physician Associate. 
If you know someone who might be interested in becoming a PCCS member, we invite you to share our membership page with 
them.

Council News
We are pleased to announce that Dr Raj Thakkar will be joining Council as our CKD representative. Raj’s varied roles have 
included working as a GP partner since 2004, Clinical Commissioning Director for Bucks CCG in planned care, Cardiac Lead for 
Thames Valley Strategic Clinical Network, primary care cardiology lead for the Oxford Academic Health Science Network and 
atrial fibrillation champion for NHSIQ Thames Valley. He is also a member of the NHSE/I expert group for heart failure and 
valve disease and is currently the national primary care workstream co-lead for the Cardiac Pathways Improve Programme.

PCCS CVD Academy
Log in, or sign up, to the Academy to view the latest modules click here.

We have added a new module this month: 

• Module 20 – CKD and AKI, with speakers – Dr Kate Bramham, Dr Sinha Smeeta and Dr Kieran McCafferty

If you still haven’t activated your account in order to gain access to the Academy, please contact our secretariat who will be 
able to help you: admin@lcwconsulting.co.uk 
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PCCS Spring Conference 2022
It’s just under two weeks now until our face-to-face conference: Conundrums in cardiovascular disease. We are looking forward 
to seeing you at The King’s Fund in London on Thursday, 26th May 2022. 

We will be bringing together a multi-disciplinary faculty involved in different aspects of healthcare. The conference aims to 
facilitate the exchange of ideas, catalyse cross-disciplinary insights, and provide a platform to share innovative treatment 
approaches.

Please register here. 

PCCS Annual Conference 2022
Further details will be revealed next month. In the meantime, please save the date and join us for our fifth Annual Conference 
which will be held online over two days, 29th–30th September 2022.

British Society for Heart Failure Update
Heart Failure Awareness Week, each May, is an opportunity for all of us on the front line of heart failure management to come 
together to raise more awareness with our colleagues and the public and to help make heart failure a national priority. 

The British Society for Heart Failure (BSH) website has new resources to facilitate heart failure discussions. Featuring the BSH 
Patient Advisory Panel, there is a moving film in which they share their stories and show how it is possible to take some of the 
fear out of the condition and to live well with HF. We encourage you to watch it and share with your colleagues and patients. It 
reminds us all why our work in heart failure is so important and needed now, more than ever. 

You can view the new patient film on the Freedom from Failure webpage – you will also find a link for downloading. 

BSH Members can also benefit from additional resources in the members Resource Hub. Members will have access to a 
continually updated suite of educational items such as case studies, presentation slide decks, eye-catching posters and 
patient resources. 

Hot off the press is a position statement on Heart Failure with Preserved Ejection Fraction (HFpEF) which is an area 
attracting a great deal of interest currently and I would encourage you to read. 

Heart failure with preserved ejection fraction (HFpEF) is an increasingly recognised form of heart failure that has been 
described as an emerging epidemic. It presents many challenges to patients, healthcare services, and population health. The 
BSH HFpEF working group has produced this statement with the aims of increasing awareness of this syndrome, highlighting 
areas of uncertainty, and to promote discussion regarding measures that can support effective HFpEF diagnosis and care.

Guidelines Clinical Focus
This month’s clinical focus on the Guidelines website puts the spotlight on cardiology, featuring expert speaker sessions 
recorded at Guidelines Live 2021. Clinical focus: cardiovascular | Information | Guidelines
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British Cardiovascular Society Centenary Annual Conference
This conference will be held on the 6th–8th June at Manchester Central. This year’s conference will have the theme of ‘100 
years of cardiology’ to recognise the 100th anniversary of the BCS, the oldest cardiology association in the world. We are 
delighted that the PCCS is again contributing to the programme in joint sessions with the patient organisation CCPUK. We 
would of course be delighted if members attending the conference were able to join us at these sessions.

For further information please visit: https://www.britishcardiovascularsociety.org/conference/programme/programme-at-glance

Aortic Stenosis Today
This meeting will be held on Friday, 24th June 2022 in Manchester. Chaired by Professor Simon Ray and Professor John 
Greenwood, this didactic and interactive educational event will follow the journey of patients with aortic stenosis from 
primary to secondary and through to tertiary care. The day will address all aspects of the patient pathway from detection, 
diagnosis and treatment options through to discharge home, all focused on improving patient care.

Please view further details and register your attendance here: Homepage - 2206_UK_Aortic Stenosis Today_PM (cvent.com)

Size of the Prize for High Blood Pressure
The UCLPartners Proactive Care Framework is, for increasing numbers of healthcare professionals in primary care, an 
important tool in organising the delivery of CVD Prevention at a practice level.

UCLPartners has published a new resource Size of the Prize for hypertension developed with The Health Economics Unit, to 
support the national AHSN Network Blood Pressure Optimisation Programme. For each Integrated Care System and Region in 
England, Size of the Prize shows on a single slide:

• The impact of COVID: in disrupting treatment for people with hypertension. On average the proportion with optimally 
controlled blood pressure has fallen from 70% to under 50%.

• The risk: how many strokes and heart attacks might result if that disruption is not rapidly corrected. Across England this 
number exceeds 27,000 in 3 years.

• The ambition: how many additional heart attacks and stroke can be prevented in 3 years and what savings can be   
generated if more people have their treatment optimised – with 3 levels of ambition.

Read the Blog by Dr Matt Kearney which shows how we can be very ambitious about preventing heart attacks and 
strokes at scale.

With best regards,

Dr Jim Moore FRCP Edin 
President of the Primary Care Cardiovascular Society  
GP, GPwSI Cardiology
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