
PCCS Spring Conference
14th May: ‘Current Conversations in Cardiovascular Disease’

Registrations are well underway for our members only afternoon webinar (1pm–4.15pm). If you would still like to sign up and have 
a specialist interest in cardiology please visit: https://pccsuk.org/2020/en/page/pccs-spring-conference-current-conversations-in-
cardiovascular-disease-registration 
You can now view the full agenda and our speaker profiles here:  https://pccsuk.org/2020/en/page/pccs-spring-conference-current-
conversations-in-cardiovascular-disease- 

PCCS CVD Academy
Our national CVD Academy, available exclusively to members, will launch in May/June. This will provide several tiers of education 
around CVD in primary care:

1. Generalist education of primary health care teams including GPs, nurses, clinical pharmacists, health care assistants and 
commissioners etc

2. Education and development of PCN CVD Leads
3. Mentoring and education of GPSI and PWSI in Cardiology
4. Postgraduate certificates and a diploma in CVD in partnership with a University and the RCGP 

PCCS 4th Annual Conference
Our Annual Conference is expected to launch at the end of June and takes place on 30th September (9am–4pm). The day will 
conclude with the Society’s Annual General Meeting held from 4pm–5pm. 

Webinars, conferences and events of interest
Stroke prevention in primary care — Complimentary webinars 
This series of complimentary webinars, the first of which launched on 6th April, reviews the available options, in primary care, for 
reducing the risk of AF-related stroke in people with atrial fibrillation (AF). There will be a specific focus on stroke prevention in 
people with AF who have contraindications to anticoagulation. Register now to understand more about how to PREVENT AF-related 
stroke: Stroke Prevention in Primary Care - Arrhythmia Alliance (heartrhythmalliance.org)

Proactive Care Frameworks – Helping primary care team to support patients, 22nd April 
Join UCLPartners and the British Heart Foundation to learn more about practical tools and resources helping primary care teams 
proactively support patients to manage conditions including hypertension and cholesterol.  Register for the webinar. View tools here.

National Thrombosis Week Virtual Conference, 3rd–9th May 
Thrombosis UK will be hosting an online virtual conference this year welcoming all healthcare and allied professionals. With free 
registration and CPD accreditation NTW21 provides:

• Over 15 hours of accredited sessions delivered through online workshops, presentations and discussion
• Topics suited to all health settings and including updates, case histories and interactive sessions across diagnosis, challenging 

areas, opportunities, implementation, leadership and quality improvement 
• Opportunity to ask questions, share and discuss

All sessions can be accessed live or as ‘catch-up’ recorded options, which are CPD accredited as well. You can view the full agenda and 
register here: https://nationalthrombosisweek.com/. 

PCCS OBJECTIVES
• Represent primary care cardiovascular health needs at policy level
• Promote best practice in primary care cardiovascular health through education, 
 training and service development
• Support the development of primary healthcare professionals in cardiovascular 
 medicine
• Facilitate and lead primary care cardiovascular research
• Influence commissioners for the next decade

BECOME A PCCS MEMBER
• Access to high quality education in cardiovascular medicine for healthcare 
 professionals working in primary care
• Access to Annual General Meeting and regional meetings with a strong 
 educational, clinical and regional content
• Attendance certificates/CPD credits issued at meetings
• Access to all areas of the PCCS website, including educational updates
• The ability to influence how cardiovascular care is delivered at a local and
 national level. Members of the society are involved in key national organisations 
 and working groups, including NICE
• Potential involvement in cardiovascular advisory committees
• Access to primary care and pharmaceutical company cardiovascular research projects
• Regular newsletter and updates from Committee 

 

PCCS membership is free, find out more and register at:

www.pccsuk.org
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Webinars, conferences and events of interest continued
Heart UK’s 34th Medical & Scientific Virtual Conference 2021, 7th/13th/15th/20th/22nd July 
HEART UK’s annual conference is going virtual in 2021. Launching on Wednesday, 7th July, followed by two virtual sessions per 
subsequent week, for two weeks. The programme will offer over 12 hours of stimulating educational content offering interactive 
sessions which will be live streamed giving you the opportunity to participate in discussions and ask questions. Offering a mix of 
plenary sessions, sponsored symposia, oral abstracts, posters, exhibition and networking opportunities. All sessions will be available 
on demand for three months to all registered attendees. For more information and to register please visit: https://pccsuk.org/2020/
en/node/newsitem-heart-uk-s-34th-medical-scientific-virtual-conference-2021-:-hypercholesterolaemia-familial-or-not )

May Measurement Month 
The month of May brings an opportunity to highlight the importance of hypertension during May Measurement Month which is an 
annual event to identify people with uncontrolled or inadequately treated hypertension. Given the events of the past year it’s vital 
that in primary care we continue to deliver cardiovascular disease healthcare prevention of which hypertension is central. “We should 
build in a personalised care approach to minimising unwarranted clinical variation in hypertension control,” stated the National 
Clinical Director for Cardiovascular Disease Prevention at NHSE/I, Shahed Ahmad.

John B Pittard
“With much sadness, I have to report the passing of John B Pittard, one of the founding council members of the original PCCS. 
John, together with Richard Hobbs and Mark Davis, represented general practitioners on the National Service Framework for 
Coronary Heart Disease Working Party. This work, published in 2000, was the cornerstone of the UK’s massive investment in tackling 
cardiovascular disease and was immensely successful. 

John trained in the Universities of Newcastle and Oxford. He was a GP in Staines and made the national news when his practice was 
flooded in 2014 and he moved his surgery to the Swan Hotel on the River Thames. He was also a Hospital Practitioner in Cardiology 
at St Peters Hospital Chertsey, working with Professor Michael Joy, the national lead in aviation cardiology.

Born in 1947 in England, he lived much of his early life in Australia. He died at home of pancreatic cancer on the 23rd March, 2021 
in Blandford Forum with his wife, Gill, at his side. He leaves behind many children and grandchildren, who he loved and of whom 
he was so proud. Anyone that knew him will remember his brilliant mind, charm and quick wit. He loved horse racing, golf, Chelsea 
Football Club and he never took life too seriously. His happy nature and relaxed attitude remained with him to the very end.”

Written by: Terry McCormack 
General Practitioner and Honorary Professor of Primary Care Cardiovascular Medicine 
Institute of Clinical and Applied Health Research, Hull York Medical School 
Whitby Group Practice, Spring Vale Medical Centre, Whitby, North Yorkshire

With best regards,  

Dr Jim Moore FRCP Edin 
President of the Primary Care Cardiovascular Society  
GP, GPwSI Cardiology
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