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Journalism and photojournalism
on place in print, podcast, online
and in-person, holding the
industry to account for the
profound impact of the built
environment on people

This year, on our website and in the biannual magazine, our coverage

has focused on the personal impacts of urban regeneration and climate

risk. We publish what we call ‘horizon journalism’, taking a longer view

than a typical news organisation because our readers are working on

long-term projects with generational impacts. When you’re a developer

working on a project that completes in 20 years time, climate risk,

housing affordability and child wellbeing come into view.

View the digital editions:

https://issuu.com/thedeveloperuk/docs/the_developer_2025_reduced

https://issuu.com/thedeveloperuk/docs/the_developer_wellbeing

COVER OF THE SEASIDE ISSUE,
WINTER 2024



Climate risk
This year, we’ve covered climate risk in news features, during our

Climate Resilience event and in opinion pieces with an emphasis

on coastal erosion in Wales, East Yorkshire, Essex and along the

Kent coast.

Displaced: Can we save UK coastal communities from the sea?

Harriet Saddington visits communities facing managed retreat,

including Jaywick Sands in Essex, where the community, council

and architect are facing up to the existential risk of sea level rise

https://www.thedeveloper.live/places/displaced-can-we-save-uk-

coastal-communities-from-the-sea

https://www.thedeveloper.live/places/displaced-can-we-save-uk-coastal-communities-from-the-sea
https://www.thedeveloper.live/places/displaced-can-we-save-uk-coastal-communities-from-the-sea


Not just a wall: “The flood defences are part of our city, not just

infrastructure”

Newcomer journalist Kimberley France writes about

Southsea’s approach to coastal defence, which has managed

to create a seafront walkway with play and social spaces

while protecting homes and historic sites from erosion

https://www.thedeveloper.live/places/southsea-coastal-

defence-flood-protection-as-destination

https://www.thedeveloper.live/places/southsea-coastal-defence-flood-protection-as-destination
https://www.thedeveloper.live/places/southsea-coastal-defence-flood-protection-as-destination


Erosion in Yorkshire: “You can't defend everywhere”

Angus Young reported on tough decisions being made to

surrender properties and places to the sea in East Yorkshire,

where accelerating coastal erosion will see the loss of property

with no compensation and no attempt to shore up the

defences. https://www.thedeveloper.live/places/erosion-in-

yorkshire-you-cant-defend-everywhere

https://www.thedeveloper.live/places/erosion-in-yorkshire-you-cant-defend-everywhere
https://www.thedeveloper.live/places/erosion-in-yorkshire-you-cant-defend-everywhere


Placetests
Our Placetests are part anthropology, part journalism, based on open-

ended interviews conducted on site and photojournalism featuring

street photography of a place in-use. This year we covered two very

different places - the seaside town of Folkestone and the Park Hill

estate in Sheffield. 

Placetest: Park Hill

Anthropologist Dr Muriel Lamarque and writer Laura Mark spoke to

the local residents at Park Hill in Sheffield about their experience of

living in the place, uncovering some exclusive findings – shared

frustration at living in a tourist attraction, the lack of a playground

and complex feelings about the site’s history. The piece elicited a

response from developers Urban Splash who said they were looking

into adding a playground to future phases. The coverage combined

new and archive photojournalism

https://issuu.com/thedeveloperuk/docs/the_developer_wellbeing

https://issuu.com/thedeveloperuk/docs/the_developer_wellbeing


Placetest: Folkestone

Anthropologist Caroline Bennett visits Folkestone and interviews

locals about the many changes to the town over the past decade of

arts-led regeneration. What she finds is a vibrant creative

community and a warm and welcoming town. She also finds

concerns about a social stratification emerging in the town – where

new restaurants, cafes and housing along the seafront costs

significantly more than what locals can afford. At the same time,

community facilities are shutting down due to a lack of funding.

Some locals share that their rent has increased by over 15 per cent,

saying “the rents aren’t affordable any more.”

https://issuu.com/thedeveloperuk/docs/the_developer_2025_redu

ced

https://issuu.com/thedeveloperuk/docs/the_developer_2025_reduced
https://issuu.com/thedeveloperuk/docs/the_developer_2025_reduced


Housing
 The vital subject of housing was covered from several unique angles in

long-form articles that explored policy with both deliberate and

unexpected consequences. 

“A broken model”: The viability loophole and its impact on affordable

housing

Award-winning journalist Peter Apps’ reporting on the viability

loophole looked into how developers reduce the provision of

affordable homes after planning on the basis of viability, showing the

need for reform to the planning system. After its publication, a senior

civil servant described it as “the clearest, most comprehensive look and

the best thing I’ve ever read on the problem.” 

https://www.thedeveloper.live/opinion/a-broken-model-the-viability-

loophole-and-its-impact-on-affordable-housing



Is the new anti-gentrification legislation in Louisville a model for global

cities?

Apps covered new anti-gentrification legislation in Louisville,

Kentucky and explored whether the policy was a potential model for

the UK to follow, interviewing experts and academics on how it will

enshrine affordable housing in places undergoing rapid revitalisation,

preventing displacement. 

https://www.thedeveloper.live/opinion/is-the-new-anti-

gentrification-legislation-in-louisville-a-model-for-global-cities



 Build-to-rent blowback: How a tax change axed 25,000 homes

overnight

Harriet Saddington reported on how a tax change axed 25,000

homes overnight and the continued fallout of the surprise abolition

of Multiple Dwellings Relief, which came into effect in June 2024,

resulting in a 12% fall in new planning applications within the

build-to-rent sector.

https://www.thedeveloper.live/opinion/opinion/build-to-rent-

blowback-how-a-tax-change-axed-25000-homes-overnight



Thank you.


