■ SHOW NEWS

Tip-Ex and Tank-Ex back in action
Tip-Ex and Tank-Ex burst back onto the scene in the
Yorkshire town of Harrogate earlier this month, for an
action-packed three days of bulk haulage-focused
content. The event included a busy conference
schedule, with a keynote presentation from a traffic
commissioner, plus four halls and outside displays of
the latest trucks, tippers, tankers and technology on
the market. In case you couldn’t be there in person,
CM has put together a quick snapshot of some of the
exciting things that took place at the show.

Traction operators must check
obligations with trailer owners
Transport News
Northern Rewards
winners revealed
The inaugural Transport News
Northern Rewards Breakfast proved
to be a resounding success, as 15
awards were presented to winners
across the north of England.
JOST claimed the coveted Tip-Ex
Tank-Ex Innovation Award, sponsored
by Iveco, for its KKS2, a trailer
coupling device that automates
the entire coupling and uncoupling
process via a remote control.
The judges called KKS2 “genuinely
groundbreaking” and a “gamechanger”, as the design handles air,
electrics and brakes, and saves time.
Paul Clayton, JOST GB’s UK technical
sales and support manager, said:
“The design improves safety, and that
is what everyone wants.”
Winner of the Northern Haulage
Company of the Year, sponsored by
Palfinger UK, was Alfred Hymas.
Head to tip-ex.co.uk to see the full
list of winners.

There has been “an explosion” in the
number of traction-only operators
during the pandemic, according to Tim
Blackmore, traffic commissioner for the
north-east of England.
More than a quarter (28%) are
traction-only operators, while half are
choosing to run their own trailers. The
remainder (22%) are hiring in their
trailers – but the TC warned that there is
a lot more risk being introduced into the
trailer space, as a result.
“We have seen an explosion of tractiononly operators during the pandemic.

Blackmore: “Commissioners will show understanding”
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The trailer owner would normally be
responsible for maintenance; however,
the operator must still comply with the
obligations,” Blackmore said.
“So, if you hook up to someone’s
trailer and incur a prohibition, it’s your
licence that is getting hit. There has to be
a partnership between the traction-only
operator and the trailer owner, and they
must work together and be able to give
the traction-only operator the assurances
that the trailer is roadworthy, including an
in-date brake test,” he added.
Speaking at the Tip-Ex conference in
Harrogate, Blackmore also noted that
the pandemic had been particularly hard
financially for operators, but that they
must continue to report their situation to
the traffic commissioner, who will show
understanding.
“Throughout the pandemic, we have
been assisting operators, but we have had
only 150 requests for periods of grace,
which is probably nowhere near where it
should be. Operators still need to tell us
about material change and it’s a repute
issue [if they don’t],” he noted.
It’s not all doom and gloom, however.
In a survey, 65% of respondents said they
thought their fleets would increase in size
throughout the year. “The sentiment is
good; despite Brexit and Covid, there is
positivity in the industry,” he said.

Bodybuilders face raw materials
challenge as steel price soars
The spiralling cost of raw materials,
coupled with long lead times for new truck
chassis, represent significant challenges for
the UK’s tipper bodybuilders.
“The price of steel has increased
by 73% since January, and just about
everything we do, from the bodies to
the sheeting systems, is made of steel,”
explained Simon Shields, director at
Thompsons Group. “Meanwhile, we will
be waiting a year for the delivery of some
chassis. I can’t get a price for steel in
September 2022, so how can I quote for
a body?”
These sentiments are echoed by Toby
Welch, director at Aliweld. His company
has experienced a 35% increase in the cost
of aluminium in the past three months
alone. “We have just had an order for 15
tippers for January 2023. But how can we
possibly give an accurate price?” he asked.
Martin Hardman, UK sales and
business development manager at
Marshalls Truck Bodies, added: “Price rises
are coming thick and fast from suppliers
who normally increase on an annual basis.
The difficulty is trying to second-guess what
the price [of raw materials] will be when
chassis are delivered in the third quarter of
next year.”
Crick Trailer Sales, which is

experiencing lead times of six months, is
in the same boat. Technical sales manager
Scott Pagano said: “We don’t know what
the price [increase] will be in six months,
so we are just projecting it at 10%. We
have had to put a clause in the quotes, to
say that this is the price, but if materials
prices go up we are just going to have to
adjust our pricing.”
“Every part of the supply chain is
struggling,” said Wilcox Commercial
Vehicles sales manager Jamie Boyce. “We
can quote, but there’s no guarantee that
we can hold that price until next June.”
However, all the bodybuilders we
spoke to confirmed that their customers
are being fully co-operative, both with

current price increases, and projected
rises too.
Hardman told us: “We are saying to
customers, ‘Let’s get the chassis ordered,
let’s reserve some build slots, and let’s
have a conversation [on price] a quarter
before we build them’. It’s about trust, and
with this industry at the minute, we have
to trust each other more than ever.”
“So far, customers have been very
understanding,” confirmed Boyce. “None
of us are going to be greedy and rip
people off.”
Crick Trailer’s Pagano added: “It’s a
UK-wide situation, and the customers
understand that. The knock-on will go to
the man on the street.”
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■ SHOW NEWS

X-WAY tippers lead Iveco display
Iveco showed the depth of its range at
Tip-Ex with examples of its new X-WAY
tipper chassis and tipper grab, as well as
the expanded Driveaway range of the
Daily van.
The 3.5-tonne Daily Driveaway
Arboriculture Tipper is one of 10 bodied
Daily vans available as in-stock vehicles
from dealers – along with standard tippers
and caged tippers, as well as 7.2-tonne
tippers and 7.2-tonne dropside vehicles.
The Iveco X-WAY on display featured
a Boweld Mightylite HD Grabmaster
tipper-grab body with Edbro UB16
tipping gear and Palfinger Epsilon Classic
crane. It is built on a 5,020mm wheelbase
8x4 chassis with rear air suspension and
low-roof AD (day) cab with metallic
orange paintwork.
The Daily Tipper from the ready-to-roll
Driveaway programme of vehicles is built
on a Daily 35C16H with twin rear-wheels
and in Daily Business trim level.

The ARB Tipper variant also includes
the new Construction Pack with tyre
pressure monitoring, sump guard, crossaxle locking differential, elliptical rear

springs and towing electrics. It has a threestage electronic under-floor tipping gear
with a high-sided aluminium Brit-Tipp
tipping body.

Boweld enters skip wagon market

Crossland shows new
Tridem conﬁguration
Crossland’s display included this Volvo
FMX Tridem. Although one of a batch of
14 to join Sutton’s contract with Yorkshire
Water this year, it is the first to feature the
8x4 Tridem configuration.
The waste collection tank has a
capacity of 20,000 litres and is constructed
from stainless steel throughout.
Having recently entered service,
the Tridem layout is giving improved
manoeuvrability and stability, compared
with a regular 8-wheeler.
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Boweld Truck Bodies launched a skip
wagon at Tip-Ex, showing an example
mounted on an Iveco Eurocargo chassis.
The SL14, which has a 14-tonne lift
capacity, is built by German parent
company Meiller.
“We know this product very well,
as we have been building skip loaders
for 70 years, and have more than 65%
market share in Germany,” said Thomas
Mittermeier, product manager at Meiller.
He explained that it has been adapted
specifically for the UK market, and

features a revised headboard and a
sheeting system. The latter is not a legal
requirement in Germany. It also comes
with a remote control as standard.

Pressure gauge keeps Transairvac oil cooler safe
Transairvac has added a pressure gauge to its mobile hydraulic oil cooler in order
to help better safeguard equipment on liquid, vacuum or powder tankers. The
HC14 with 0-400 bar pressure gauge has an integral temperature and level gauge
on both sides of the tank, as well as a return line ﬁlter and blockage indicator.

■ SHOW NEWS

MAN shows PMW Quarries’ TGS
MAN took a break from its ongoing construction vehicle roadshow
to attend Tip-Ex with a MAN TGS 35.430 8x4 in the customer livery
of PMW Quarries.
Bodied by L Townend with a Day cab, the unit has also been used
at some of the roadshow events, which have seen MAN’s range of
construction vehicles built on TGL, TGM, TGS as well as the TGE van
chassis tested by numerous customers at a variety of locations across
Great Britain and Northern Ireland.
Also on display was an MAN TGL 8.190 4x2 Day cab with Thompsons
Roadmaster body.

UK-RTI merges with
British Engineering
Services Group

Hopdeals builds to beat the queues
Hopdeals, the Goole-based specialist
in supplying used municipal equipment,
has entered a new area of business. With

Since the last Tip-Ex/Tank-Ex show,
UK Road Tanker Inspection has become
part of the British Engineering Services
Group.
As tanker operations become more
critical than ever, maintaining high
levels of safety is crucial. UK-RTI was
the first company to gas-test fuel tankers
in the UK.
Its service extends from the design
stage of new products to in-service
inspection of existing equipment.

Crick Trailers
limits orders as
demand surges
Crick Trailers, the UK sales offshoot of
Dennison Trailers, is having to restrict
orders to standard products only, to cope
with a massive increase in demand.
Technical sales manager Scott Pagano
reports that full-year sales are normally
3,000 units, yet the first six months of 2021
saw sales pass 4,000.
Demand for the sliding bogie tipper
trailers is particularly strong, while so
far there are four examples of the SAF
hydraulic drive axle in service.
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increasing lead times from traditional
suppliers of vacuum tankers, Hopdeals
is now building its own, which can be
mounted on new or used chassis as
appropriate. By taking the used vehicle
route, lead times can be down to three or
four months.
Suck and blow vacuum tankers with
2,200-litre and 3,300-litre capacities are
available, fitted with Moro PM90T 430cfm
vacuum pumps, jetting pumps with rear
hose and lance, and opening rear door.
A 4,000-litre jet vac tanker is also
available.

Wheely Safe brings in wheel and tyre reﬁnements
Wheely Safe has been reﬁning its
easy-to-ﬁt wheel and tyre safety system,
which provides three main warning
functions: wheel loss, brake and hub
overheating and tyre pressure loss.
Potential problems in these areas
are conveyed to an in-cab warning
panel, solar or vehicle powered,
allowing the driver to stop to investigate
before the situation reaches a critical
level. The location of the problem
is indicated by the relevant sensor
ﬂashing amber or red, according to
the severity.
One signiﬁcant improvement has
been to change the tyre pressure

warning threshold from 6% to 25%,
with the variance greatly reducing data
transfer and increasing battery life of the
senders.

■ SHOW NEWS

Electriﬁcation could mean the end
of the conventional 8-wheel tipper

Thompsons exhibits
Loadmaster Lite tippers
Thompsons showed a pair of tippers it had
built for Fox Brothers: one in its familiar
blue colours, and another in the livery of
Clive Hurt Plant Hire, which Fox Brothers
purchased last year.
Both have been fitted with Thompsons’
Loadmaster Lite bodies, Edbro underfloor
lifting gear, automatic tailgates and
Covermaster sheeting systems.
Also taking pride of place on its stand
was a Renault D250 18-tonner, featuring
its new T-Waste skip-loader body (pictured).
The company had previously worked
with Hyva and Multilift, but decided
to launch its own range of skip- and
hook-loaders after some supply problems.
“We have already received orders from
Volvo, MAN and Renault,” announced
Thompsons Group director Simon Shields.
“We are confident of doing about 100
skips and 50 hooks per year.”

The electrification of road haulage will
require the industry to rethink what the
conventional tipper looks like, according
to Volvo Trucks UK and Ireland product
manager John Comer.
Volvo will offer its first zero-tailpipe
emissions tipper in the first quarter of
2023, and, according to Comer, it will
be a Tridem. He explained that moving
from double front axles will be necessary
in order to free-up enough space on the
chassis for the batteries.
Comer said another viable option
might be to consider switching from

8-leggers to 4x2 tractors, pulling short,
compact trailers.
“Another thing you may need to
consider is whether you actually need
double-drive,” he said, suggesting that
a 6x2 rigid with a short drawbar trailer
could also prove to be a popular electric
option. He said this combination is already
popular in Norway’s light construction
sector, where it has been proved to work.
“The construction sector will need a
complete re-evaluation as we work out
how to get maximum payload with zero
emissions,” he said.

Young designer unveils volumetric asphalt mixer
One of the most innovative new products
on show was the Vol-Tar: the world’s first
volumetric asphalt mixer, designed and
built in Yorkshire.
The culmination of a two-year project
by 29-year-old Sam Hunter, who has a
background in volumetric concrete, the
Vol-Tar can mix and deliver up to 20
different blends of asphalt, using either
fresh or recycled base mixtures with a
single operator.
Deliveries from a single 100kg
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wheelbarrow load up to 20 tonnes can
be mixed on-board, within five minutes
of arriving on-site. The burner system for
the 615kg bitumen tank can be fuelled by
either red diesel or biofuel.
With the environmental and economic
benefits of zero waste, Hunter is reckoning
on a UK market of 40 units in the first
year. Potential customers visiting the
show stand were able to benefit from
an introductory offer price of £340,000,
before it goes on wider sale at £375,000.

■ SHOW NEWS

Renault T Evolution makes UK premier
Tip-Ex/Tank-Ex 2021 saw the UK premier of the new Renault T Evolution.
The truck was launched virtually via the Euro Truck Simulator game earlier in the
year, but this was the first time it had been seen in the metal.
In addition to new LED headlamps and a revised honeycomb grille, the T Evolution
features a number of new interior improvements. These include a fully adjustable
steering column, improved storage, a more comfortable bunk and better sound
deadening.
Later this month it will be joined by right-hand-drive versions of the new C and K
Evolution construction trucks.

Mineral Products
Qualiﬁcations digital
card gains momentum
The Mineral Products Qualiﬁcations
Council (MPQC) said its mp
connect digital driver card is gaining
momentum and will be rolled out
across several major operators’ sites
by the end of the year.
Already operational at more than
120 sites, the Mineral Products
Association is recommending that
all its members use the card,
which provides a real-time check
on the qualiﬁcations and eligibility
of a driver entering a site. The
card also eliminates the need
for multiple cards or additional
paperwork.
It costs £30 a year, which includes
updates and safety nudges to card
holders when certiﬁcation is due to
expire.

Lawrence David eyes reaction
Lawrence David showed a pair of
Polish-built UK-spec tipping trailers,
an aluminium square tipper and a steel
half-pipe.
“What better place to gauge industry
reaction to these new products than at
the Tip-Ex Show?” said Lawrence David
national business development manager
Ben McEvoy.
Although these are new products for
Lawrence David, parent company Wielton
has plenty of experience in this area. It has

been building tippers for 25 years and
they account for approximately 18%
of the 20,000 trailers it sells worldwide
each year.
Commenting on the aluminium-bodied
Bulk Expert semi trailer, which is expected
to be the better seller of the pair, Wielton
product manager Lukasz Trzeciakiewicz
said that it uses a gooseneck-type frame,
which gives it a low centre of gravity.
“This gives improved stability for
driving and tipping,” he said.

Good split: The Van Hool stand was its biggest ever, with four tankers and ﬁve skeletal
chassis on display. Its output is fairly evenly split between its fast-moving range of
standard products and specials built to spec. An example of the latter on display was
the liquid fertiliser tanker soon to travel to its new home with Bentley Bros, a small
third-generation family business in Lush, Co Dublin. Although this was only ordered in
February, Van Hool vice-director Stefan Dhont said lead times are now six months for
chassis and a year for tankers. He added that demand for high-quality products in both
areas is increasing rapidly.
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■ SHOW NEWS

Wilcox shows non-tipping trailers
Wilcox, now part of Total Vehicle
Solutions Group, showed a pair of
non-tipping trailers at the show.
“Putting them side-by-side like this is
a great opportunity for customers to see
the differences,” said Wilcox sales manager
Jamie Boyce, referring to the moving-floor
and belt trailer on its stand.
The former featured the latest Keith
Walking Floor V-Floor technology, which
has closer gaps between the planks,
resulting in less maintenance. The belt
trailer is relatively new to Wilcox and is
only the fifth example it has built.
“Both trailers have their advantages,”
said Boyce. “The belt trailer is better
suited to aggregates, and the Walking
Floor to asphalt. They are roughly the
same price, but the belt has a weightsaving of about 800kg.”
He said it is common for operators to
compare these trailers with tipping trailers
when making an economic case for them,

but believes they make more financial
sense compared with 8-wheel rigids.
“If you put a new Scania 8-wheeler
on the road you are looking at £140,000
to £150,000, whereas you can buy a
tractor unit for £100,000, and a trailer
for £80,000. You haven’t got that much
more additional capital expense to carry

an extra 7 or 8 tonnes of load. If you are
moving this extra payload, for every three
loads you are taking an 8-wheeler off the
road. And, if we go through times like
we have just had [Covid-19], instead of
parking up your trucks, you drop your
trailer and pull a curtainsider or fridge
trailer instead.”

Martrans eyes HS2 demand with its own belt trailer
Martrans, which is part of the Paneltex
Group, unveiled its own design for a belt
trailer that can retract a full load.
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After building more than 40 belt
trailers using a competitor’s design to
meet the demand from operators working

on HS2, the inability to retract a laden
belt presented a challenge for manager
of trailer manufacturing Morris Abbott.
“This is the first of our own design. We put
in a second winch at the front of the trailer
attached to the bedplate so the driver can
pull the load into the vehicle,” he said.
“This allows the belt to be retracted
with a full load, so, for example, a driver
with an overloaded trailer can discharge
the excess amount and then retract the
belt. Something the industry has wanted,
but previously the belt trailer was unable
to do.”
An additional hydraulic belt adds
weight to the design and, fitted with a
210kg Dawbarn Wraptor sheet, it comes in
at 7,600kg.
“We have built and sold the first two,
and we sold two more at Tip-Ex/Tank-Ex,
which is fantastic news,” Abbott added.

■ SHOW NEWS

Aliweld celebrates with one-piece
Aliweld, which is celebrating its 30th
anniversary this year, showed one of its
new one-piece aluminium tipper bodies
on an MAN TGS tridem.
“We have sourced a one-piece full
sheet of 4.2mm hard aluminium from
3ft 9in to 4ft 5in body heights,” said
Aliweld director Trevor Marshall. “So
we can build anything for a 6- or 8-wheel
rigid. And we also have a single sheet for
the floor too.”
Fellow director Toby Welch said that in
addition to accelerating the build process
as you don’t have to press three individual
panels, the lack of joins improves the
visual appearance. He said it also
improves tipping efficiency as there are
no welds for the product to stick to on the
way out.

Northside gets Ready to mix it up
Northside Truck & Van was present at
Tip-Ex representing Mercedes-Benz with
an Arocs in the livery of concrete supplier
Ready Mix Tees Valley.
Built on an 8x4 chassis with a Medium
Day Cab, 400hp engine and Liebherr
HTM 905 mixer body, the unit is one of
four due to enter service before the end
of the year.
Ready Mix Tees Valley has ordered 14
similar specification vehicles in the last 12
months through the dealer as it expands
its operation across Teesside.

Kelsa turns the lights up
Kelsa has released a fully LED light
bar, the Kelsa Multibar XS. The bar is
an upgrade to existing ﬁlament bulb
Multibar products using brighter, more
eﬃcient LED lights. The unit ﬁts to
existing mounting points and emits
50% more light than the existing model,
producing up to 9,000 lumen.
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Perfect mix: The British designed
and built Armcon Duralight
volumetric concrete mixer has been
developed in response to legislative
changes that have seen such vehicles
reclassiﬁed as HGVs instead of
mobile plant. Its challenge has been
to make an 8cu m machine weighing
32 tonnes without compromising on
quality and performance. This has
been achieved by using highstrength steel such as Hardox 750
and Strengx 700, as well as
redesigning the hydraulic systems.

