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Submission The achievements of Aston Business School (ABS) in 2018/2019 enhanced its reputation 
as a champion of regional growth and diversity in enterprise.  
 
More than 430 SMEs participated in our business support programmes derived from 
leading research and tailored to the needs of our business community, providing 
specialised support at any stage of the entrepreneurial journey.  
 
ABS is having a profound impact on inclusive growth in the West Midlands and beyond. 
Pioneering research is helping minority-led SMEs overcome adversity and bold 
initiatives have created an inclusive business support ecosystem. This has stimulated 
entrepreneurship and business performance in marginalised groups.  
 
Evidence also shows our programmes having a significant impact on business creation, 
SME growth, job creation and investment for the region. The scale, scope and diversity 
of the support provided by ABS – and its demonstrable impact on students, businesses 
and wider society – is what makes us unique.  
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